NYS Commission for Social Justice

Fall Plenary Session

Brothers and Sisters, Summer is over, and | hope you all had a great time enjoying plenty of fun at the beach
and barbecues. Now we are getting ready for what fall has in store for us. October is very special to us as
we celebrate Italian American Heritage and Culture month. Itis also our time that we celebrate and highlight
the greatness of our culture. Although, we choose October for this celebration, we should do this all 365 days
in the year. | want to thank all our lodges that held events promoting our heritage, you all did a great job!

2024 Columbus Day Parade

This year, our members marched up 5" Avenue, led by our State President, Biagio Isgro, Jr. and our National
President Michael Polo along with our NYS National and State officers. | want to thank all of our brothers and
sisters that marched in the parade, and | especially want to thank Jenna Esposito for entertaining us all along
the parade route.

2025 CSJ Annual Luncheon

QOur 2025 CSJ Luncheon fundraiser will take place on March 9* at Verdi's of Westbury. This year, we will be
honoring Andre’ DiMino from the One Voice Coalition. CSJ as well as many other Italian American groups
worked very hard in fighting the attacks on our heritage. One Voice is a partner of our coalition that was
formed to defend our heritage. Our second honoree is our very own Vince Marmarale. He is one of those
unsung heroes in our Italian American community. We are waiting the acceptance of our third honoree. For
information, please contact Eleanor Jobbagy at (516) 551-3125.

New Orleans Plague

On October 5*, | along with CSJ National President Robert Ferrito, National OSDIA President Michael Polo
and other National Officers went to New Orleans to unveil a plague in remembrance of the 1891 New Orleans
lynching of eleven Italian Immigrants. The plaque was placed at the location of the Parish Prison and right
next to the tree that was used to hang some of the victims. | want to thank Charles Marsala who organized
this event and got the approvals for the placement of the plaque. This plaque will be a reminder of this horrific
event that took place over 100 years ago.

St. Francis Hospital

As you know, CSJ has been fighting with St. Francis Hospital and its President Charles Lucore for ignoring
Columbus Day and Italian Heritage Month. For the last two years, Lucore made no mention of Columbus Day
in his President's Report. This report goes out to a large email list. Last year, after Dr. Tepedino complained
Lucore sent out another email with a much smaller group. Marisa Gambino from the Loggia Glen Cove Lodge
reached out to me regarding this situation. | sent two letters to Dr. Lucore both went unanswered. | did a call
to action to our members to call Lucore. This year, we had a partial victory. In Dr. Lucore's President's Report,
Columbus Day was mentioned as well as the heritage of Italian Americans. | say partial because all the other
holidays are met with a celebration of the day. For example, Cinco Di Miyo, Saint Patrick’s Day, and other
days of importance there is a celebration with entertainment and food. So, | thank Dr. Lucore for placing



Columbus Day in his report but am now taking it to the next step and requesting that our holiday be celebrated
in the same way others have been celebrated. | want to thank Marisa for staying on top of this issue.

Senate Bill S-2970 to Eliminate Columbus Day Holiday

No news on this bill. We will continue staying on top of this should there be any movement on a vote.
However, a similar bill HR 5822 has been presented to the House to replace the Columbus Day Holiday
with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. This bill is being supported by Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, Jamaal Bowman,
Andriano Espaillat, Grace Meng and Gregory Meeks. All New York members of the house. We need to
keep the pressure on the individuals and fight this bill.

Request to Speak Out for Candidates Running for Office

Many times, we receive calls regarding various candidates running for office that smear their opposing
candidate who happens to be Italian American. The position we have always taken and will continue to take
is hands off. CSJ along with the OSDIA are 501c3 not for profit organizations and are not allowed under the
law to engage in politics. Many times, it is the candidate who makes this request to us. So, please
understand our position.

racuse

In my last plenary report, | reported that the Columbus Monument Association lost their appeal against the
Mayor and the city of Syracuse. | was misinformed and am happy to report they did not lose their appeal.
The appellate court sent the case back to the lower courts because a number of steps had to be taken before
appealing the lower court's decision. | will keep you informed of any new developments in this case and will
continue to support the Italian American community in this fight.

New York City Department of Education

On August 26", a meeting was held with Italian American leaders in the city. | attended that meeting
representing OSDIA. At that meeting, the issue of the Department of Education removing Columbus Day
from their calendar was discussed. The Mayor was asked to help us reverse that decision and to set up a
meeting with our community and the education chancellor: Mayor Adams said he will set up a meeting for us
with the Department of Education to present our facts regarding Columbus and try to get a reversal.

Southampton

The new school calendar should be worked on early in the new year. | will stay on top of this, and as soon
as we hear that they are having discussions for the 2024-25 school calendar, | will get our team together to
have our voices heard.

St. John's University

St. John's, one of the largest Catholic Universities has decided to remove Columbus Day from their calendar.
This is painful to the many Italian American students and alumni of the school. We will fight this decision and
hopefully next year Columbus Day will be back on their calendar.



Good News

Rockland Lodge Acquires Columbus Statue

| want to thank the Rockland Lodge for acquiring the Columbus Statue that was toppled and thrown in the
Port of Baltimore. The lodge had the statue restored and it is now on the property of the lodge. Thank you
again for saving this statue.

Connecticut School District says goodbye to Columbus Day and Veterans Day

A Stamford Connecticut school board voted to remove Columbus Day and Veterans Day from their calendar
making them days required to attend classes. | was just informed that a decision was made to void the vote
removing Columbus Day and Veterans Day from their calendar.

North End of Boston

The Columbus Statue that was removed has found a new home. It has been relocated to the Peace Garden
at St. Leonard's Parish in the North End. Father Michael Della Penna the Knights of Columbus and the Italian
American Alliance were responsible for protecting this beautiful statue. A big thank you to all involved in this
replacement.

Mount Vernon School Board

| was informed by Ralph Tedesco that the Mount Vernon School District was holding a public meeting to vote
on removing the Columbus Day Holiday from their 2024 school calendar. Although it was too late to get
people at the meeting, | did draft a letter to Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard objecting to this proposal. As
of this date no decision has been made, and we remain hopeful that no action will be taken on this proposal
or that it will be defeated.

In closing, | want to wish all our brothers and sisters a very Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas. |
also want to thank my Executive Board and our liaisons for all the hard work they do day after day. Please,
if you hear something negative about our heritage, please notify us immediately.

Thank you!

Fraternally,

John



