CSJ 2025 Winter Plenary Report

2025 CSJ Annual Luncheon

Our 2025 CSJ Luncheon Fundraiser will take place on March 9t at Verdi's of Westbury. This year, we will be
honoring Andre’ DiMino from the One Voice Coalition. CSJ as well as many other Italian American groups
worked very hard in fighting the attacks on our heritage. One Voice is a partner of our coalition that was
formed to defend our heritage. Our second honoree is our very own Vince Marmorale. He is one of those
unsung heroes in our Italian American community. Our third honoree will be the Native American Guardian
Association. Unfortunately, the travel expenses were too high, and we could not absorb the travel in our
budget. However, we will honor this group and send the plaque to them. For information, please call Eleanor
Jobbagy at (516) 551-3125.

Williamsville School District Buffalo

Williamsville Central Schools will no longer have Columbus Day separate on their school calendar. It is now
to be known as Indigenous Peoples’ Day/Italian American Heritage Day. The school district added Asian
Lunar New Year to the calendar and when Diwali, Eid al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha fall on a school day, the students
will have off that day. This is all part of the districts Diversity, Equality and Inclusion philosophy.

John Dabbene Essay Contest Winners - Geraldine Graham

District 1 - 7th grade
Dylan Nystrom
Sponsoring Lodge: Vigiano Bros. Lodge #3436

District 2 - 12th grade
Olivia Giordano
Sponsoring Lodge: America Lodge #2245

District 3 - 8th Grade
Michael Ruesing
Sponsoring Lodge: Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875

District 3 - 9th Grade
Joseph Tavella
Sponsoring Lodge: Per Sempre Lodge #2344

District 4 - 8th Grade
Luca Carpenter
Sponsoring Lodge: Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge #2435

District 5 - 10th Grade
Gregory Berde
Sponsoring Lodge: Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212



District 6 - 8th Grade
Guinevere Libertucci
Sponsoring Lodge: Gabriele D'Annunzio Lodge #321

| want to thank and congratulate all the young people and lodges that submitted essays for this contest. |
also want to thank Geraldine Graham for all the hard work she and her committee do in promoting and
working on this project.

Christopher Columbus Essay — Andrew llliano

CSJ continues to work hard not just in defending our heritage but also in promoting and educating the positive
influence that Italian Americans have made in making America a great place. Keeping this in mind, we are
now working on a new project spearheaded by Andrew llliano, Christopher Columbus Essay Contest. We
are in the very early stage of this contest and are working out the details for its implementation.

Over the past few decades many myths and falsehoods have been spoken about Christopher Columbus.
Today these falsehoods are being repeated on social media and in our classrooms at the detriment of
Columbus and Italian Americans who celebrate Columbus Day.

ASSIGNMENT:

For students in grades 8-12, select one of the many anti-Columbus lies being repeated today and prove it
wrong using reputable sources.

Here are some common myths that can be proven false:

1. Columbus thought little of the natives and abused them.

2. Columbus committed genocide.

3. Columbus brought slavery and imperialism to the New World.

4. Columbus's goals were gold and slavery.

5. Columbus cut off the hands of natives who did not provide their share of gold.

6. Columbus was happy and willing to institute the practice of encomiendas.

7. Columbus engaged in sex trafficking.

8. Columbus raped native women and/or allowed native women to be raped by his men.
9. Columbus was short-tempered, heartless, narcissistic, ruthless and vindictive.

10. Columbus was a racist.



11. Columbus didn't discover anything.
12. Columbus was sent back to Spain in chains for abusing the Indians.

You can choose a topic from the above list or a new Columbus defamatory lie you wish to disprove. Andy
llliano.

We will have more information on this new project in the future.

Book of the Month - Alison Vitucci - Lisa Serafini

Being Brothers by Mike Delucia ...

Being Brothers by Mike Delucia is a book written as if it were a movie script. The author uses the script to set the tone
and feel for the events that unfold throughout the piece, from the television in the living room to the music in the street,
you are immersed in the setting and are able to recall your own childhood which creates a sense of nostalgia; a time
where you had a true sense of self and belonging rather than a focus on material items and electronics today. The
story centers on two brothers with Italian names growing up in the Bronx in the seventies. Their classmates, neighbors,
little league teammates and family come alive as the book plays out and although the brothers have sibling rivalry,
which their parents do a good job diffusing, the bond they share is apparent. So, pick up this award-winning book Being
Brothers and take a walk down memory lane.

Book Review written by Lisa Serafini and Alison Vitucci.
| want to thank Lisa and Alison for taking on this project and for all the hard work they put in to it.

As you can see, our CSJ Executive Board, and our lodge liaisons work very hard with these projects. | appreciate
everyone's time and input in making CSJ essential to our Order. | also want to thank Eleanor Jobbagy, my Co-chair,
for all she does for the CSJ.

As | always end this report, | am urging all my brothers and sisters if you hear anything negative about our heritage
and culture please send it to me.

Fraternally,

John Fratta



