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Binghamton

Regarding the renaming of Columbus Park in Binghamton, the City Council met on February 25.
Several letters were read in support of keeping the Columbus Park name and one person in
attendance spoke in favor. Each Council member then made a statement with five of the six
speaking in favor of changing the name and the sixth had no opinion either way. When the vote
was taken, the result was 6-0 in favor of changing the name to Center City Park. The legislation
then went to the mayor.

Based on input from Giovanni Scaringi, IPP of the Binghamton Lodge and former City Councilman,
he feels that the mayor is unlikely to respond to the legislation as the city council has enough
votes to override any effort to repeal the legislation.

The name change has not officially been implemented yet because there is additional legislation
to broaden revitalization efforts for the downtown.

Syracuse

The new Mayor of Syracuse is proposing a heritage park in the area where the Columbus
monument is located. She has asked the Onondaga Historical Society to form a committee that
would include members from various ethnic backgrounds. Architectural firms will be asked to
submit drawings with or without the statue. The committee will then make its decision and

.present it to the mayor to make her decision.

La Bella Lingua Award

The committee is working on selecting the award recipients. The selection will be made in May,
and the awards presented in June. Each recipient will receive a check in the amount of $500.00.

John Dabbene Essay Contest

Information for the John Dabbene Essay Contest will be distributed in June with a due date of
September 15 for submission.



Louis J. Gallo Memorial Columbus Award

This award is open to the children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and siblings of lodge
members in good standing. The student selects one of the main Columbus falsehoods and proves
it wrong. The submission can either be in the form of an essay or a video. The deadline for
submission is June 1, 2026.

New York City Public Library

| am pleased to report that we have received positive news regarding the New York City Public
Library display issue. Thanks to the involvement of Councilman Carr, his Chief of Staff has notified
John Fratta that the head of the New York Library that is responsible for the libraries in Manhattan,
the Bronx and Staten Island has agreed to allow us to display our CSJ material in October. He also
gave John a contact person for the Brooklyn and Queens libraries. John will make contact and
hopefully we will receive the same positive results.

The CSJ Executive Board plans to prepare eight library displays — one for each district — that can
be used for displays during Italian Heritage Month. This effort will enable us to disseminate the
same information across the state. Of course, each district / lodge can add items that are specific
to their area. We are planning to distribute these display boards at the upcoming State
Convention in June.

CSJ Luncheon

The CSJ Luncheon will be held on Sunday, June 14, 2026, at Russo’s on the Bay. Our honorees are
Biagio J. Isgro, State Immediate Past President, John Fratta, Inmediate Past CSJ Chairperson and
Joan Prezioso, Immediate Past Chairperson of the Italian Welfare League. When | spoke with
Joan, | was delighted to learn that she is a member of OSIA - - the Antonio Meucci Lodge, the
home lodge of our CSJ Co-chairperson Mario Cermele.

Columbus Statue

A new statue of Christopher Columbus was installed on the grounds of the White House on
Sunday, March 22. The statue was built from pieces of a monument that protesters destroyed six
years ago. The 13-foot statue was toppled and dumped into the Baltimore Inner Harbor. The
statue was commissioned by the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American
Organizations. The statue is part of the 250th anniversary celebration of America. The original
statue was dedicated in 1984 by former Mayor William David Schaefer and former President
Ronald Reagan.
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