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New York City Ethnic Enclave Map

A letter was written to Mayor Mamdani regarding the Ethnic Enclave Map he issued. That
map excluded several ethnic communities in New York, most notably New York City’s Little
Italy and the communities of our lewish and Irish brothers and sisters.

In the letter, | asked for an apology to those who were slighted as well as the re-issuance
of an all-inclusive map of the many ethnic communities in our great New York City.

| am awaiting a reply.

Italian American Heritage Month

With October — Italian American Heritage Month - fast approaching, | sent letters to
Senators Schumer and Gillibrand asking for their support to have a federal law enacted to
make October Italian American Heritage Month in perpetuity.

Letters were also sent to the County Executives throughout the State inquiring about their
plans to celebrate Italian American Heritage Month in their County.

| am awaiting responses to both requests.

Celebrated Authors of OSDIA

As announced at the June Convention, the Celebrated Authors of OSDIA are now an
independent committee under the umbrella of the CSJ. The mission of this Committee is
to negate the typecasting and negativity shown towards Italian Americans and create a
path for all to see our creativity, talent and intelligence. The Celebrated Authors truly
portray a positive image and are an asset to the CSJ.

John Dabbene Essay Contest

This contest is now open, and submissions are due to Chairperson Geraldine Graham by
September 15, 2026. | have several applications with me today, if anyone needs one.



CSJ Literature

The CSJ has bookmarks, brochures and posters available. If your lodge is interested in any
of our material, please contact Keith Wilson or myself.

We are planning to update the various posters we have and once this project is completed,
we will advise you of what is available.

Convention Donations

| would like to thank each of you who contributed to the CSJ at our recent Convention. It
IS through your support and generosity that we are able to produce and distribute our
positive image material and make all aware of the many contributions Italians and Italian
Americans have made to the world.

American ltalian Museum — Albany

While at the State Convention |, along with National CSJ President John Fratta, met with
Rocky Piaggione and a board member of the Museum.

Since the death of Professor DiNovo, founder of the Museum, Rocky has been trying to
contact those people/organizations that the Professor had dealings with. He reached out
to us and is very willing to work together. He would display our literature and would like
to write an article in The Golden Lion as Professor DiNovo did. He was very interested in
the Garibaldi Meucci Museum, and the Museum Board would like to plan a bus trip to the
GMM and the San Gennaro Feast. Rocky has been given the contact information of
Marianne Prince regarding a visit to the GMM. We will keep our lines of communication
open and see how best we can work together.

Book Reviews

Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini continue their book reviews. Their latest review is of the
documentary “Cries from the Cotton Fields” about Italian American tenant farmers in the
deep south. Their next review will also be a documentary — “Potentially Dangerous “-
about how ltalian Americans were treated as enemy aliens during the second World War.
Look for their reviews in The Golden Lion.
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