
NY STATE OSDIA 
COMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

EXEC BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 8 2024 

VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE 
 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:45 PM BY CO CHAIR ELEANOR JOBBAGY AS JOHN 
FRATTA WAS WITH FAMILY HAVING HAD A GRAND CHILD THAT DAY. WE ALL WISHED JOHN 
WELL ALSO. 
THE PRAYER WAS LED BY KEITH W AND THE PLEDGE WAS LED BY ELEANOR.  
THE ROLL CALL SHOWED THE FOLLOWING PRESENT: 

• E JOBBAGY  
• K WILSON  
• M PRINCE 
• M RISPOLI 
• V MARMORALE 
• A ILLIANO  
• J PARAZZELLI, ESQ. 
• S GRILLO 
• G GRAHAM  
• R GRAHAM  
• A VITUCCI 
• L SERAFINI  
• ALL OTHERS WERE EXCUSED. 

THE MINUTES OF THE PRIOR MEETING WERE ACCEPTED AS DISTRIBUTED. 
THERE WAS NO CORRESPONDENCE. 
ELEANOR ASKED FOR THE FOLLOWING REPORTS: 
 

G GRAHAM REPORTS THAT OPENING BALANCE WAS $9,338.33  
TREASURY REPORT: 

WE HAD DEPOSITS OF $2850.00 AND PAID OUT $3235.60 FOR RAFFLE AND WELLS FARGO AND 
HAVE OUTSTANDING CHECKS OF $265.42. CHECKING BALANCE OF $8762.31 ON HAND AS OF 
TODAY. WE RECEIVED CONVENTION DONATIONS OF $7,000.00 AND THE COLUMBUS 
ACCOUNT HAS HAD NO ACTIVITY WITH $2438.53 IN THE ACCOUNT.  
WE HAVE A CONSOLIDATED BALANCE OF $14,799.18 IN ALL ACCOUNTS. 
STW BOARD HAS BROUGHT IN $ 2,350.00 TO DATE AND 5 BOXES ARE LEFT.  
REPORT WAS ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED MY THE BOARD. 
 
CHAIR UPDATE: 
ELEANOR REPORTS AS FOLLOWS FOR JOHN: 

PLAQUE HAS BEEN INSTALLED FOR MARKING OF LYNCHING IN 1871 AND SOME FOLKS 
ATTENDED THIS CEREMONY FOR DEDICATION. THIS WENT VERY WELL AS REPORTED. 

NEW ORLEANS: 

CSJ LUNCHEON: 

 

ELEANOR REPORTS THAT THIS WILL BE MARCH 9 2025 AT VERDI’S AND WE NEED TO FINALIZE 
HONOREES AT NEXT MEETING. WE WILL HONOR OUR STATE PRES IN 2026 NOT THIS YEAR AS 
IS CUSTOMARY FOR THE CSJ. VERDIS INCREASED THE PRICE BY $3.00 SO WE MAY HAVE TO 
RAISE OUR PRICE ALSO. M PRINCE SIGGESTED USING A SAVE THE DATE FOR ALL TO SEE AND 
MARK THEIR CALENDARS. MAILING WILL GO OUT AFTER NEW YEAR ALSO. 

A VITUCCI REPORTS THAT SHE AND LISA READ DIXIE ITALIANS AND THE REVIEW WILL BE IN 
THE GOLDEN LION PAPER. THE NEXT BOOK WILL ENTITLED BEING BROTHERS BY MIKE 
DELUCIA AND THEY WILL REPORT ON THAT ASAP. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB: 
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KEITH WILSON REPORTS THAT WE HAVE ALL ITEMS AND HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO THE 
GRAND LODGE FOR ALL TO USE FOR FEASTS AND DISPLAYS ETC. ALL BOOKMARKS AND 
OTHERS HAVE BEEN ORDERED. ALL CAN CALL THE OFFICE WHEN THEY NEED ITEMS FOR 
USE. 

LITERATURE FOR CSJ: 

G GRAHAM REPORTS THAT HAS CLOSED AND WE RECEIVED 22 ENTRIES AND ALL DISTRICTS 
ARE REPRESENTED. THEY WILL JUDGE THE CONTEST NEXT WED AND MAKE PRESNETATIONS 
AFTER THAT. 

DABBENE CONTEST: 

V MARMORALE REPORTS THAT HE IS WORKING ON 3 UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS AND HE 
ALSO THANKED ROBERT FERRITO FOR ALL HIS ASSISTANCE IN GETTING HIS DVD OUT FOR 
ALL TO SEE. 

HOLOCAUST: 

 

BOB GRAHAM REPORTS THAT HE HAS NO UPDATES EXCEOT THAT OUR QR CODE HAS 
GOTTEN TOTAL OF $550.00 IN DONATIONS TO DATE. 

WEBSITE: 

M RISPOLI REVIEWED THE DISTRICT LIASONS THAT WILL ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM THEY 
ARE CORRECT. THE INFORMATION WILL GO OUT AROUND THANKSGIVING AND WE WILL 
WORK IT FROM THERE. 

BELLA LINGUA: 

JOHN FRATTA WILL BE HONORED BY THIS GROUP IN THE NEAR FUTURE AND WE WILL PICK 
UP HALF A TICKET FEE FOR THOSE FROM CSJ BOARD THAT WANT TO ATTEND. $75.00 IS HALF 
PRICE. 

ITALIAN CHARITIES: 

 

JOHN HAS NOMINATED GERI GRAHAM FOR THIS AWARD AND IT WILL BE HELD NOV 17 AT 
CREST HOLLOW CC AS USUAL. THERE IS A CONFLCIT WITH CABOTO LODGE DINNER THAT 
DAY. LET JOHN OR ELEANOR KNOW IF YOU WANT TO ATTEND. 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM AMBASCITORE AWARD: 

AT THIS POINT ELEANOR ASKED GIOVANNI PUGLIESE TO ADDRESS THE BOARD ON THE DVD 
FOR THE CONVENTION WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE PRESENTED. COLUMBUS INFO WILL BE 
INCLUDED AND OTHER ITEMS. ANDY ILLIANO WILL WORK WITH GIO ON THIS AND WE WILL 
DISCUSS AS A SUBCOMMITTEE WHAT THE ITEMS INCLUDED WILL BE LIKE FUNDRAISING ETC.  

CONVENTION DVD FOR USE: 

THERE WILL BE A FORMAL REPORT AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING.  
DISTRICT CHAIRS UPDATES: 

G GRAHAM REPORTS THAT STONYBROOK VETS HOME HAVE REINSTATED COLUMBUS DAY 
ON THE EVENTS CALENDAR. THE NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LEG ALSO REINSTATED THE DAY.  

DIST 1  

MANY CITIES HAVE ELIMINATED THE HOLIDAY FROM CALENDARS. 

K WILSON REPORTS THAT JOHN HAS APPORVED THE NASSAU COUNTY SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS LETTER FOR ASKING THEM TO KEEP COLUMBUS DAY ON THE SCHOOL 
CALENDARS. KEITH ALSO REPORTS THAT THE ZINN BOOKS ARE OUT TO THE DISTRICTS AS 
REQUESTED BY THE STATE PRES. ALISON ALSO UPDATED ON NASSAU SCHOOL CALENDARS 
REIVEWS SHE DOES. 

DIST 2  

A ILLIANO REPORTS PARTICIPATION IS IMPROVING AND SOME PEOPLE GET ON CALLS AS 
NEEDED BUT MORE NEED TO DO THIS.  

DIST 3: 
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LISA SERAFINI REPORTS THAT HER LODGE IS RAISING DUES FOR EXPENSES AND TO PROMOTE 
POSITIVE IMAGE ALSO. SHE KEEPS DISTRICT 6 UPDATED AS NEEDED. 

DIST 6: 

 

ELEANOR REPORTS ON THE MINEOLA FLAG ITALIAN FLAG RAISING AND THAT MINEOLA 
SCHOOLS HAS A STRONG ITALIAN PROGRAM. JANIS PARAZZELLI MENTIONS THAT THE 
NASSAU BAR ASSOCIATION RECENTLY HAD A HISPANIC MONTH RECOGNITION PROGRAM. 
SHE HAS ASKED THEM TO PUT TOGETHER A PROGRAM ON ITALIAN HERITAGE MONTH AND 
CAROLYN RERES AND VINCE MARMORALE ARE INVOLVED TOO.  

OPEN DISCUSSION: 

 
GERI GRAHAM REPORTS THAT TASTE OF ITALY WILL BE IN SUFFOLK COUNTY OCT 28 AT 
DENNISSON BLDG. PROGRAM WILL BE LIKE SIMILAR YEARS. THEME IS CARNEVALE. 
MARYANN RISPOLI REPRTS HER RECENT TRIP TO GREECE WAS BEAUTIFUL AND THE 
BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTUR ARE GOREGEOUS AS THEY WERE MADE BY ITALIANS. 
M PRINCE MENTOINED GMM PROGRAMS UPCOMING EVENTS AND PBS PROGRAM ON LATINO 
HISTORY WAS SHOWN SHE WOULD LIKE ONE FOR ITALIANS AND ALSO LIBRAIRES HAVE 
SOME DISPLAYS LIKE USUAL THIS TIME OF YEAR. 
VINCE WILL BE AT FRANKLIN SQUARE LIBRARY ON NOVEMBER 25 FOR PRESENTATION. 
 
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:15 P.M.  
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY NOVEMBER 12 7:30 P.M.  
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
 
KEITH WILSON  
SECRETARY 
ATTACHMENTS 


