
NEW YORK STATE OSDIA 
COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINUTES OF EXEC BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY JULY 9 2024  
VIA ZOOM 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:35 PM BY CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA. 
THE PRAYER WAS LED BY KEITH WILSON.  
THE MOMENT OF SILENCE WAS HELD AND THE PLEDGE WAS SAID. 
THE ROLL CALL SHOWED THE FOLLOWING PRESENT: 

• B ISGRO JR. 
• J FRATTA 
• E JOBBAGY  
• K WILSON  
• G GRAHAM 
• M RISPOLI 
• A VITUCI 
• T ROTOLI VIA PHONE 
• J GROVE 
• V MARMORALE  
• S GRILLO 
• A ILLIANO  
• J ALFONSO 
• L SERAFINI 
• M PRINCE 
• ALL OTHERS WERE EXCUSED 

 
THE MINUTES OF THE PRIOR MEETING WERE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. 
THERE WERE NO COMMUNICATIONS TO READ. 
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

G. GRAHAM REPORTS THAT THERE HAS NOT BEEN TOO MUCH ACTIVITY AND SHE GAVE CURRENT 
BALANCES AND COMBINED BALANCE IS $17,722.37 FOR ALL ACCOUNTS. THE CONVENTION NETTED 
$7300.00 IN DONATIONS FOR CSJ AND GERI FEELS THAT WE NEED A VIDEO FOR CONVENTION TO 
PRESENT MORE OF WHAT CSJ DOES FOR ALL TO SUPPORT. 

TREASURY:  

 

J GROVE NUMBERS AGREE WITH GERI AND MOST OF LAST MONTHS EXPENSES WENT TO RENT FOR GL 
OFFICE. JOANNE MENTIONS THAT WE MAY HAVE TO HIT OUR SAVINGS IF WE NEED MONEY DOWN THE 
ROAD.  MARYANN RISPOLI ASKS IF SHE COULD GET BELLA LINGUA COPIES MADE AT THE OFFICE AND 
DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE. KEITH W VOLUNTEERED TO GET HER COPIES AS NEEDED. 

FS REPORT: 

MOTION TO ACCEPT REPORTS WAS MADE AND PASSED. 
 
REPORTS: 

THANKED ALL FOR RECENT PRAYERS WHILE HE WAS IN HOSPITAL. 
CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA: 

IN SYRACUSE THE APPELLATE COURT RULED AGAINST OUR SIDE WITH KEEPING COLUMBUS STATUE. 
JOHN FEELS VERY DISSAPOINTING DECISION. WE WILL KEEP INFORMED BY C FEDERICO AS NEEDED.  
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL IN ROSLYN STILL HAS NOT RESTORED THE COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY ON THEIR 
CALENDAR AND WE NEED TO CORRECT THIS AS IT IS NOT FAIR TO HAVE THIS HAPPEN. DR TEPEDINO 
THAT BROUGHT THIS TO CSJ IS VERY UPSET AND THE HOSPITAL PRESIDENT IS DR LIQUORI AND HE IS 
THE ONE WE NEED TO SPEAK WITH. MEETING REQUESTS WERE MET WITH NO RESPONSE. THE HOSPITAL 
ADMIN. OR BOARD PRES NEEDS TO BE SPOKEN WITH AS WELL.  STATE PRES. BIAGIO MENTIONS THAT 
THE CC FOUNDATION AND ANGELO VIVOLO USED TO GIVE TO THIS HOSPITAL AND MAYBE HE COULD 
HELP. JOANNE GROVE WILL ASK HER CONNECTION AT ST. CATHERINES IN SMITHTTOWN IF THEY 
COULD HELP AS WELL. WE WILL FOLLOW UP AT NEXT MEETING.  
 

JOHN REPORTS THAT THE SCHOOL CITY SYSTEM REPLACED THE COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY WITH 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY AS WELL. THEY ALSO RENAMED A STREET THAT WAS NAMED FOR 
COLUMBUS AFTER FORMER PRES. OBAMA. JOHN ALSO REPORTS THAT SOME NATIVE AMERCANS PUT  

CHICAGO ISSUE: 



2 
 
OUT A LETTER TO ONE VOICE COALITION SUPPORTING COLUMBUS DAY WHICH IS GREAT FOR US WITH 
THE MOTTO EDUCATE DO NOT ERADICATE. ANDRE DIMINO IS ALSO WORKING ON THIS WITH US AS 
WELL. THERE IS A WEBSITE CALLED SOLIDARITY SESSIONS.ORG 

BIAGIO MENTIONS THAT THE ROCKLAND LODGE HAS OBTAINED FROM VIRGINIA A COLUMBUS 
STATUE THAT WAS VANDALIZED AND ARE GOING TO ERECT ON THE PROPERTY OF THE LODGE.  THERE 
WILL BE A DEDICATION CEREMONY IN THE FUTURE ALSO. KEITH ASKED ABOUT LANDMARKING ALL 
STATUES IN THE COUNTRY AND NY STATE TO PROTECT THEM FROM BEING TORN DOWN. 

ROCKLAND LODGE: 

 

M. RISPOLI REPORTS THAT DISTRICT 1 2 AND 3 AWARDS NIGHT ALL WENT WELL. PARTICIPATION WAS 
GREAT AND IT CONTINUES TO BE A GREAT PROGRAM.  

BELLA LINGUA: 

 

A. VITUCI REPORTS THAT SHE AND LISA ARE READING DIXIE ITALIANS BY J BARBARA JACKSON AND 
THE NEXT BOOK WILL BE BY MIKE DELUCIA CALLED BEING BROTHERS. FULL REPORT AT NEXT 
MEETING. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH REPORT: 

STATE PRESIDENT REPORTS THAT HE HAS FORMED A NEW COMMITTEE TO RECOGNIZE AUTHORS THAT 
ARE MEMBERS OF THE ORDER AND THIS WILL BE CHAIRED BY PAT EDICK AND CO CHAIRED BY M 
PRINCE. THERE WILL BE AN ARTICLE IN THE GOLDEN LION AND THE AUTHORS WILL BE CELBRATED BY 
OSDIA NY GRAND LODGE. MORE TO COME ON THIS AS IT GETS GOING. 

GL AUTHORS AND MEMBERS COMMITTEE: 

LITERATURE: 
KEITH WILSON REPORTS THAT MOST OF THE CONVENTION LITERATURE IS AT THE GL OFFICE AND 
THEY WILL SEND OUT AS NEEDED. THE BANNER IS THERE ALSO. WE HAVE SOME STUFF LEFT IN THE 
STORAGE UNIT AS WELL AS KEITH HAS SOME STUFF AT HOME LIKE COLUMBUS BROCHURES AND 
DEBUNKING ZINN BOOKS ON HAND ALSO. WE WILL GET OUT AS NEEDED. 

STATE PRES. REPORTS THAT HE IS WORKING ON GETTING THE CABRINI TO LOCAL LODGES FOR 
SHOWING TO ALL MEMBERS. WE MAY GET THIS PRO BONO ALSO. THERE ARE MANY MEMBERS THAT 
HAVE NOT SEEN MOVIE YET. ALISON MENTIONS THAT THE CURRICULUM CAN BE TIED IN SCHOOLS TO 
THE CABRINI MOVIE AND STELLA MENTIONS THAT HER 9 YR OLD GRANDDAUGHTER MADE A 
PRESENTAITON ON CABRINI IN SCHOOL. 

CABRINI MOVIE: 

 

G GRAHAM HAS MAILED OUT ALL INFO TO ALL LODGES THAT ARE IN THE STATE AND AWARDS ARE IN 
SEPTEMBER AS ALWAYS. 

DABBENE CONTEST: 

V MARMORALE REPORTS THAT HE IS WORKING ON THE SCHEDULE OF SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS FOR 
THE FALL AND THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES GREAT POSITIVE IMAGE.  

HOLOCAUST: 

B GRAHAM HAS ELIMINATED SOME LINKS THAT ARE OLD AND NOT USED ANY LONGER. THE QR CODE 
IS STILL ACTIVE AND BEING USED SLIGHTLY. 
 

WEBSITE: 

DIST 1  
DIST CHAIRS REPORTS: 

G. GRAHAM REPORTS ALL BELLA LINGUA AWARDS CEERMONY WENT WELL. THE DANTE MEDAL IS 
STILL AROUND IF NEED BE. TONY ROTOLI GAVE OUT THE DABBENE CONTEST PAPERS AT CALABRO 
LODGE ALSO. 
DIST 2 
K WILSON PRAISED M RISPOLI FOR ALL HER WORK ON BELLA LINGUA AND REFERRED JOHN TO AUGIE 
LORE FROM AMERICA LODGE THAT WANTS TO HELP RAISE MONEY FOR ALL OUR BATTLES ON CSJ. 
ALISON REPORTS THAT SHE WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS WHERE CALENDARS 
ARE BEING CHANGED LIKE WEST HEMPSTEAD IS PHASING OUT ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM AND 
SHE MET WITH THE SUPT. ON THIS ISSUE AS MANY DISTRICTS ARE DOING AWAY WITH LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM. THE ENROLLMENTS ARE DOWN IN THESE DISTRICTS AND THAT IS THE REASON FOR  
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ELIMINATION. KEITH MENTIONS THAT SOME COULD LOOK INTO DISTANCE LEARNING FOR THIS ISSUE 
TO BE RESOLVED POSSIBLY. 
DIST 3 
A ILIANO REPORTS THAT HE WILL HAVE A DIST LIASON MEETING JULY 10 AND THEY ARE WORKING ON 
A DIST ESSAY CONTEST FOR COLUMBUS. THIS WILL BE A PILOT PROGRAM. HE WOULD ALSO LIKE THE 
BOOK HERO TO BE GIVEN TO 7TH GRADERS AND UP FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. HE PLACED THE BOOK IN 
THE VALLEY STREAM LIBRARY AND WILL HAVE A DISPLAY THIS YEAR AGAIN. 
DIST 4 
J ALFOSNO REPORTS THAT ROBERT FERRITO KEEPS ALL IN DIST 4 INFORMED ON THE ISSUE OF CSJ AND 
MATTERS AT HAND. 
DIST 6: 
LISA S REPORTS THAT RIGHT NOW IT IS QUIET AND SHE WILL WITH PRESIDENTS AFTER PLENARY 
SESSION IN ENDICOTT. SHE GAVE OUT THE DABBENE CONTESTA PAPERS ALSO.  

E JOBBAGY REPORTS THAT SHE WILL BOOK AT VERDIS FOR THE 2025 LUNCHEON AND WE NEED TO THE 
DISCUSS HONOREES ALSO.  

CSJ LUNCHEON: 

M PRINCE MENTIONS THAT THE JMM LODGE AND LOGGIA GLEN COVE ARE WORKING TO HAVE THE 
COLUMBUS STATUE RESTORED AND REDONE BY THE MINEOLA COURTHOUSE.THEY ARE LOOKING FOR 
DONATIONS FOR PROJECT AND ASKED IF CSJ COULD CONTRIBUTE IF SO OUR NAME WILL BE ON THE 
PLAQUE DEDICATED AT THE STATUE WHEN DONE. KEITH W MOVES TO DONATE $500.00 FROM CSJ 
SECONDED BY ELEANOR JOBBAGY AND PASSED.  

MINEOLA COLUMBUS STATUE RESTORATION PROJECT: 

 
THERE WAS NO OTHER BUSINESS TO COME TO THE BOARD AND JOHN FRATTA ADJOURNED THE 
MEETING AT 9:25 P.M. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY AUGUST 13. 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
 
 
KEITH WILSON  
CSJ RECORDING SECRETARY 
 
 
 


