Grand Lodge of New York
OSDIA
NYS CSJ EXECUTTIVE BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 20 2024
VIA ZOOM TELECALL

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. by Chairman John Fratta.

The opening prayer was led by Keith Wilson and the Pledge was led by the chairman.

A moment of Silence was held for all deceased and members in need.

The roll call showed the following present:

B Isgro Jr.

J Fratta

K Wilson

T Rotoli

L Serafini

C Federico

R Graham

J Grove

G Graham

All others were excused and not in attendance.

The minutes of the prior meeting were accepted as presented.

The correspondence read was a thank you letter from the Columbus Statue Committee for the
donation from the CSJ Exec Board.

Treasury Report:

G Graham reports that there is one outstanding check for printing supplies and that was for
convention literature as well. The Columbus account has had no activity and overall balance after all
bills paid is $15,638.89 and she agrees with the FS numbers also.

ES Report:
J Grove reports that she is in balance with Geri as well and all numbers match. We paid for the storage

unit for two more months and we have a negative balance for the year of $12,079.28 but will get over
$7,000.00 in Convention Donations by the end of August as well.

Joanne asked if Tony and Eleanor can run another STW board and Tony will contact Eleanor to set it
up and Keith told them to bring the Board to the Parade committee and sell it as well.

Tony asked when we can clean out the storage unit and John will set that up soon to get the job done.
Many old record and files are no longer needed. Keith will look into getting the Congressional Medal
of Honor winner on hard drive and has a friend who can get them on a file to be used. Then we can
dispose of the old ones and move along. Tony Rotoli moved to accept the report and seconded by
Keith Wilson and passed.

Chairman’s Report:

John Fratta reports as follows:

Syracuse Issue with Statue:

John said that our side did not lose the case as thought and will now go back to a lower court

for decision. Nick Piro told John that the case will go back to the state court and if lost then will go to
appellate court. Carmine Federico reports that the statue in question was erected 90 years ago and they
have a lot of support from the community residents. There will be a parade for Labor Day in Syracuse
with firemen who also support our cause for the statue.

The Massachusetts issue is still ongoing and the anti-Columbus bill is in Committee and being
advanced to the next level. The Sub Committee recommended approval for this to change the holiday
as we know it on the calendar and statewide. We will be looking to mobilize the native American
Guardians on our side and will support OSDIA as needed.




2
NYC Council:
John reports that the city Council has a bill to remove the following statues such as Columbus,
Washington and Jefferson and Peter Stuyvesant also. Some are located at city hall and other areas of
the city. They cannot touch the Columbus circle statue as this is landmarked from the city. They also
want to erect plaques that tell the bad history of these men where statues are.
Keith Wilson suggested that we ask all lodge Presidents with facilities to do what Rockland Lodge has
done and take the discarded statues for their properties and John feels we wait and see what happens
before that request is made. John told the board that DeBlasio’s wife wanted to erect a Shirley
Chisholm Statue and Mother Cabrini is in Battery Park erected. The Rockland Lodge statue dedication
will be September 29 on their grounds.

Book of the month:

Lisa Serafini reports that she and Alison are looking at a Mike DeLucia book currently. They will
prepare a Golden Lion article when completed with the current book.

Storage unit:

Keith Wilson reports that we have literature for all use at the GL office and to call them if needed.
Tony Rotoli reports that we gave out a lot at convention and may need to order some more. We will
need for October time frame for Libraries and other cultural events like feasts and other venues.
Keith will look into taking the DVR tapes and having a friend transpose them to a computer file for
medal of honor winners and all can then use them.

Dabbene contest:

Geri Graham reports that to date she has no entries and reminder have gone out also. Please ask all to
participate as needed with the lodge Presidents getting reminders.

Website:

Bob Graham had no update for the board and QR code is getting some money donations but not
much. Keith suggested that John ask the Columbus Citizens foundation to put our QR code on their
literature for assistance to us with donations. John will inquire with them. We also need to get non-
members to support this as well. We do not have a PR person to assist with this currently.

District Chair Reports:

DIST 1:

G Graham reports that she was going to have the medal of honor display at the Smithtown Library but
they had a recent flood and are closed indefinitely. She will pursue the other library facility as needed.
DIST 2:

K Wilson reports that he had Alison review the School calendars in certain areas and some are still not
using Columbus Day terminology and we will monitor. Keith suggested that the committee would
like to send out a letter to all district 2 Superintendents about the calendar changes and those who
support us as well. Joanne Grove reports that St Catherine’s in Smithtown never had Columbus Day
Holiday on the calendar and John reports that St Francis Hospital had other holidays and ethnic
observations on their calendar but not Columbus Day as told to us by Marisa Gambino. Lisa S. said
the letter should point out the true history of Columbus voyage and true facts about his history.

Keith will get letter to John for review first. John told the committee that the Dominican Republic has
a huge statue of Columbus erected.

DIST 6:

Lisa Serafini reports that it has been quiet and she suggested that we forward all events to Governor
and NYC Mayor for their attendance at our events. They may learn more about the good we do all the
time.

DIST 7:

C Federico reports no other updates at this time.
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Luncheon honorees:

Keith asked about honorees for March Luncheon. Suggested were Tom DiNapoli, a member of this
Guardian Group, Keith Recommended our State President and John Viola was also suggested. John
will confer with committee on this and finalize as we get closer.

Keith Wilson reminded all on the call about upcoming state events. State President Biagio reminded
all about the Breakfast at Morton’s the morning of the NYC Columbus Day Parade. There will two
honorees that being Joe Scelsa and Marianne Prince. John was asked if he still co-chairs the parade
and he does as did Lucy Codella.

Biagio mentioned the new national logo and the fact that he was recently watching TV and the movie
goodfellas had a disclaimer on that stated that the movie was not a factual portrayal of all Italian
Americans which was good for our Culture.

Tony Rotoli mentioned the MAFIA BIKE issue and that it is out there also.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M. and the next meeting is September 10 2024.

Minutes taken by:

Keith Wilson

Rec. Secty.
Attachments



