
OSDIA 
NYS CSJ EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

VIA ZOOM 

 
MONDAY JANUARY 13, 2025 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman John Fratta. The prayer was led by Keith 
Wilson and the pledge was led by John Fratta. The moment of silence was held, and the meeting was 
convened. 
The roll call showed the following folks present: 

• John Fratta 
• Eleanor Jobbagy  
• Keith Wilson 
• Geri Graham  
• Tony Rotoli 
• Stella Grillo 
• Andy Illiano  
• A Vitucci 
• M Rispoli  
• J Alfonso  
• L Serafini  
• J Gregory 
• B Graham 
• M Prince 

All others were excused. 
The minutes of the prior meeting were accepted as printed. 
There was no correspondence to be read. 

John Fratta reports that some of the issues that the momentum is coming to our side, and we are winning. 
Keith mentioned that the Massapequa School District is seeing the state to keep their Chiefs name for the 
football team. He will send John a Copy of the recent article on this also. 

Chairmans Report: 

John reported that there is nothing new with Syracuse situation. 

Eleanor reports that the date is March 9 and Andre Denino and Vince Marmorale are two of the honorees. 
The NAGA group will be honored with a presentation sent to them as the travel expenses are too high to 
allow them to attend. We will ask them to send a statement as well. The mailing is all ready to go out and 
journal will be published as usual. Price is $85.00 per head. the dinner will be at Verdi’s and from 11-3 
p.m. we will have centerpieces again and all will go well. The journal rates are the same as last year. 

CSJ Luncheon: 

Literature on Hand: 
Keith Wilson reports that we are getting 2000 more Columbus Brochures, and the office will have them 
on hand. The garage still has some poster etc. on hand and we will get to that when John gets back from 
Florida. Many are using the items we have for promotional work and membership as well. 

Geri Graham reports that all winners have gotten their checks all are cashed. 7 awards were given out at 
$200.00 per person. John suggested that we put the essays in the golden lion and discussion took place 
about putting the essays on the website and some feel we need to be careful doing that as personal 
information is on there and we may need permission to do this. John Gregory said that parents in Dist. 5 
did not want essay on website or Facebook. Committee agreed to put the contest and details on the 
website annually in a generic mode for all to see. Stella Grillo moved to place all CSJ contests in the 
Golden Lion and advertise for publicity seconded by Lisa Serafini and passed. 

Dabbene contest: 
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Maryann Rispoli reports that all the material will be in the mail soon and we ask all Districts to 
participate as well. The deadline for response time is March 20, 2025.  

Bella Lingua: 

Andy Illiano report on recent email he sent for a new essay contest. Questions that were asked were on 
participation as well as would this be an essay or video project. Inquiry was also made by Andy if this 
would be internal project or open to all from the beginning, as well as would social studies teachers 
coordinate this, or we would oversee. Due to the many details needed Keith suggested that a Sub 
Committee be formed and they report back at the February Board Meeting. John asked Andy to chair the 
Committee and Joanne, Marianne, Alison and Stella agreed to work with him on the committee. 

NEW CSJ essay Contest: 

Alison Reports that Being Brothers is completed, and review will be in Golde Lion paper. They will get to 
another book by next month. 

Book of the Month: 

Bob Graham updated all on website and November minutes will be posted shortly. State Scholarship 
apps. will be posted shortly also.  

Website: 

Geri Graham gave report on recent transactions for the month, and all is in order. The Dabbene contest 
checks are out and all cashed. Total on hand balances are $15,717.00 for the month and the district totals 
for 1,2 and 3 were reviewed also. We will be getting a bill for the rent soon for the office and this will be 
$2,250.00 for the quarter. Motion by Joanne Alfonso to accept the report seconded by Andy Illiano and 
passed.  

Financials reports: 

Convention DVD: 
Andy Illiano asked for direction the DVD and a committee will be formed with Andy, Keith and Gio to 
investigate and present at Feb. meeting. Positive image can be used for the convention DVD, and it was 
mentioned that we have medal of honor winners we could put on there as well. 

1. Geri Graham reports that Bella Lingua for District 1 is ready to go out. 
District reports: 

2. Keith Wilson reports that a meeting will be held soon.  
3. Andy Illiano reports that a meeting will be held via zoom on January 15 and Bella Lingua is 

ready to go out as well. 
4. Joanne Alfonso reports that a District meeting will be coming up and she will attend. 
5. John Gregory reports that he is contacting schools for Bella Lingua Program. 

               Dist. 6,7 and 8 were excused. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. by Chairman and John told the board he will be in Florida for 
winter months, and we will meet in February via zoom but not in March due to installations held. 
The next meeting is February 11, 2025. 
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
Keith Wilson 
CSJ Rec. Sect. 
 
 


