NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
EXEC BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 11, 2025
VIA ZOOM CONNECTION

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. by the Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy. The prayer
and pledge were said, and the moment of silence was held.
The roll call showed the following present:

e A Spera State Pres.

e EJobbagy

¢ M Cermele

¢ K Wilson

¢ G Graham

e T Rotoli

e M Prince

e M Rispoli

e A Vitucci

e S Grillo

e ] Fratta National CS]J
e A Illiano

e V Marmorale
¢ R Graham

e C Federico

e ] Gregory

e ] Alfonso

All others were excused

The minutes of the October meeting were accepted as distributed

There were no communications to be read.

Treasury Report:

Geri Graham reports that she distributed he recent report via email and reviewed the balances
as follows:

Opening balance: $9067.84

Columbus Account $2,438.53

Savings Interest .03 Cents

savings balance $3,598.73

Total on Hand: $15,105.10

We also received the convention donations of $9,000.00 from the Grand Lodge.

Keith Wilson reviewed the FS report with the board for Joanne Grove on all the October
expenditures. John Gregory moved to accept the financials seconded by Keith Wilson and
passed by the board.

**Chairpersons Report**

Eleanor thanked the State President for the recent appointment as the New Chairperson and
introduced Mario Cermele as the New Co-Chairperson for the board. They look forward to
working with all on board.
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Libraries:
Andy Illiano reports that valley Stream and other Libraires in the city threw out some of
literature from the displays and would not contact us to return as needed. This happened in
Nassau and NYC with Andy Dell’olio involved with the Manhattan library. Letter will be sent
to the libraries that did this and voice our displeasure. Keith suggested following a police report
as we are a protected minority class and this could be viewed as a discrimination act against us.
That would also serve notice that we are not fooling around with being abused for heritage. The
Italian American Caucus has been notified also.

State President will also send a separate letter of displeasure as well. Mario asked about our
legal standing on this issue and Vince Marmorale mentions that some of these people are
fascists and how they hate our side. Glen Cove library had a good exchange with Marisa
Gambino of Loggia and their display after clearing up where it was put out and for the dates
involved. Some asked why Hispanic Heritage month and ours are in dispute for the same time
of the year. Pres trump has declared the month of October Italian Heritage Month and
Columbus Day locked in as the second Monday in October an official holiday for all.

Mario reports that White Plains City Hall raised the Italian Flag for October and how he spoke
at East Chester HS with CIAO and how over 75 Schools attended and heard his pride in
heritage message. Marianne Prince reports that Town of North Hempstead officials held
Regions of Italy and supported library displays and over 200 people showed for the program
held at the event.

Alison reports that Shelter Rock library had display and was held in July and August and Nov
and Dec months. New Hyde Park Library was sponsored in October and Cellini Lodge.

The Lynbrook Mayor also declared October Italian heritage Month for the order also.

Luncheon:

Eleanor reports that’s John and Biagio will be 2 Honorees with two more to be asked as well.
This will be at Russo on the Bay and journals will be held also. We also recently found the
Columbus costume and M Prince had dry cleaned and Keith will hold on to for the parade each
year. The luncheon is June 14, 2026, from noon to five.

National CSJ:

John Fratta reports that Ohio Congressman has proposed a bill to cut off federal funding to any
groups that change Columbus Day in the future. He also proposed an Italian American
Museum in Washington DC for all to attend in the future. National CSJ Sent letters of support
for this project.

Book of the month:

Alison reports on the Meucci books she just read from Fran Curcio, and it was very good and a
short read. She will put article in Golden Lion with Lisa as well on this. Next book to be decided
soon and will report back.

CSJ Literature:

Keith Wilson reports that all literature that was recently ordered is in the GL Office and all just
need to ask for packets as requested. John would like to get samples for other national Grand
Lodges, and they will send them to him. We also need to update sports figures posters and out
full listing in golden Lion as to what we have on hand and how to order. Keith offered to look
at sports posters and Tony Rotoli will get those to him ASAP.
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Tony Rotoli suggested that we give literature to all trustees to hand out when they visit all
lodges as requested. He will go to storage unit and get sample posters for review.
CSJ Super Bowl Pool:
Tony Rotoli will chair this and boxes are $20.00 each again. We are asking all to support this for
the funding again.
Dabbene Contest.
Geri Graham reports that all recipients’ names have been distributed and most districts are
participating with awards dates given also.
Bella Lingua:
M. Rispoli reports that she will get e mails out soon and prepare mailings to put together on NY
Eve and get out to all schools. Criteria is the same as last year. District chairs should be sending
out to their schools as needed.
Lou Gallo Memorial Award:
Andy Illiano reports that he wants to be mindful of the timing of this contest to not interfere
with other CSJ projects and mailings. He will send it out at appropriate time for this reason.
Holocaust:
Vince Marmorale reports that he recently presented at Nassau Community College and was
well received.
Website/QR Code:
Bob Graham reports nothing new and updates are on there as needed.
Convention DVD:
Keith and Andy reports that Video joe will be at Medal of honor in Smithtown for pictures and
we will get other programs on there for next convention also. Dabbene will also be there too.
Syracuse:
Carmine Federico reports that the New and Old Mayor of the city are against the Statues and
will try to take them down. Wreath laying was held, and all had a good time. Eleanor asked if
any statues exist and others would take them if need be and Newark NJ may be one available
also.
District Chairs Reports:
Dist. 1 Geri Graham reports that Taste of Italy was held in Suffolk, and all was Good with
Arthur and Thom as Honorees. Geri says that Friday they will be at West Islip Middle School
and participate in the festival.
Dist. 2:
Keith reports that a meeting was held last evening and Eleanor attended and all went well.
They will put displays together for all to use for libraries next year for CSJ promotion and give
to all Presidents in Nassau. They will also buy Meucci book for all lodges in Dist 2 to share with
members for review. J]M Marino lodge has new liaison Vincent Sorrentno for Marc Biundo.
Dist. 3:
Andy reports that we should give books on heritage next year and not just literature for all to
see and promote also.
Dist. 4:
J Alfonso reports that Yonkers continues to hold Columbus Day celebrations and this is the
week before the NYC parade, and it all went well.
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Dist. 5:
John Gregrory reports that the Dist. showed the Movie MY Italian Secret at the 1000 seat theatre
and 150 people attended and went well. Theatre rental cost $600.00 Rockland Lodge had their
feast again and Romanesque lodge had heritage night again. HH Rogers lodge had to cancel
their dinner dance. All other events were held.
Dist. 7:
Carmine reports that all is quiet currently.
State Presidents Message:
Arthur Spera thanks all for their dedication and work performed. Many lodges had great
programs in October, and many enjoyed them for heritage. Next year the Town of Babylon will
hold the parade again for LI DIST 1 and 2. Arthur spoke to Dr Scelsa and all went well with
Ambassador awards and OSDIA had good table for attendees. We will put items for OSDIA in
the Italian American Museum for promotions too. The GMM lent the museum Garibaldi Red
Shirt for Display purposes. They all like the proactive work being done by the CSJ.
Arthur mentions that Carlo Matteucci wake will be Sunday Nov 16 at Robertaccio FH and
asked all to attend if they can. Happy thanksgivings to all as well.
Christmas Party:
Keith Wilson asked if we move the CSJ Christmas Party to Dec 1 if all could still attend and
most can, so we are going to move party to that date.
Artificial Intelligence:
Keith Wilson mentions that we should not use Al on Essays and Awards programs and how to
avoid. Alison has programs on Computers that can detect this and we can use for disqualifying
applicants if need be and not authentic writings as we want to have. She will also send to State
Pres for Scholarship program also.

There being no other business to take up the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M. by the
Chairperson.

The next CSJ board meeting will be January 13 for the new year.
Minutes taken by:

Keith Wilson

Rec. Secty.

State Orator
Attachments



