
NYS CSJ EXEC. COMMITTEE MEETING 
OSDIA 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 24, 2025 

 
VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the Chairman John Fratta. The prayer was led 
by Keith Wilson and the pledge was led by the Chairman. A moment of silence was held for our 
heritage and deceased members.  
The roll call showed the following present  

• J Fratta 
• E Jobbagy 
• K Wilson 
• M Prince 
• M Rispoli 
• A Illiano 
• G Graham 
• R Graham 
• L Serafini 
• A Vitucci 
• S Grillo 
• T Rotoli 

All others were excused. 
The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as reviewed with no corrections. 
Correspondence was the luncheon mailing and directory sent out as needed. 
 

G. Graham reports that balance of $9880.04 in checking accounts. Some checks were written for 
Debbane contest, rent for GL Office and other items. The ending balance was $9,870.84. 
Columbus account has $2,438.53 in the accounts. Total on hand for all accounts was $15,907.83. 
Keith w moved to accept the report and seconded by Tony R and passed. The Directors’ and 
officers’ insurance is now due for $866.00 per year premium.  

Treasury Report: 

John Fratta reports that we recently had an issue in Nevada with moving indigenous people’s 
day to Columbus Day holiday from August date originally. He will monitor this and report 
back with National. The Indian Nation in Nevada is also considering asking for a Nevada tribe 
Indian Nation Day.  

Chairmans Report: 

 
The animal food fresh pet has Steve Schirripa portraying a mobster on the commercial and this 
again stereotypes Italian Americans for what they do on TV. John will be sending protest letter 
as needed. Ghost Episode called “Ghostfellas” mobsters sitting around table and CBS was sent 
protest letter for this show. The board discussed at this time other indigenous people’s days and 
Keith suggests trying to assist them with getting their other days then Columbus Day and Geri 
Graham reports that Congressman Suozzi has proposed an Italian American Museum of 
History Bill from Suozzi office. This will be at the Smithsonian Institute and hopefully this will 
pass. Geri also reports that Fox News had commented at St. Johns Game to the Godfather and a 
Picture of Al Pacino was used and Rick Pitino is the coach they were calling godfather, and this 
was referred to Dist. 3 for Andy and committee to address. 
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Luncheon: 

Last year we had 170 people at the affair. Most GLO are attending too. Bob Ferrito will be 
contacting Mike Polo to see if he can attend. M. Prince reports that the journal is going well, and 
we have $9850.00 in sales and an estimated profit is $6,095.00. We will have 125 journals printed 
as well. They will be placed on the tables.  

Eleanor Jobbagy reports that we have 109 people attending so far and 24 
centerpieces for the tables. Some lodges are not attending, and we hope to get more people as 
well.  

 

Lisa and Alison report on a recent book read called children’s train and the book was good as 
reported. It is a post-World War II time Frame book. Keith mentions that Italian student who 
died will be canonized a saint on April 27, 2025. We may need to make a bookmark for this as 
he is going to be named the patron saint of the internet also. The next book to be reviewed will 
be the next ship home and they will report back when completed also.  

Book of the month review: 

Literature garage and on Hand: 
Keith Wilson reports that we delivered to the GLO Columbus brochures as needed and other 
items are there for all to use as well. If you need to call the office and they will accommodate 
you as needed. We will clean out the storage unit on Tuesday April 8, 2025, at 10 am in Melville. 
Most of this stuff is probably going to be garbage as well.  

Geri Graham reports that the mailing will go out in July and the deadline is October 15, 2025, 
for all applicants.  

Dabbene contest: 

Mary Ann Rispoli reports that the mailing is out, and it includes the Columbus brochure also. 
The spring will be awards and held at the Seaford American legion like last year.  

Bella Lingua Contest: 

CSJ New Scholarship Program: 
Andy Illiano reports that the subcommittee met and recommends giving out 3 awards of 
1,000/500.00 and 300.00. The point system will be used as was sent out for judging and this will 
be given in springtime frame. The mailing can be sent out with the Presidents mailing at the 
Grand Lodge monthly. Andy moves to adopt this new program and seconded by Keith and 
passed by the board. 

Bob Graham reports that he took some old links down and the journal will be uploaded when 
completed from luncheon too. 

Website QR Code: 

Keith and Andy reports that they had a sub committee with Gio Pugliese and estimate needing 
$5000 to $8000.00 for project too. Input was given for what to be on DVD and statues like 
Rockland and other lodges and projects too. Keith and Andy will try to get donations for the 
project. They will report back in the April board meeting.  

Convention DVD: 

 
District Chairs reports: 
Dist. 1: Geri Graham reports that Saturday was her meeting, and it went well. Maryann Schick 
from Vigiano watches the internet and monitors for Bias and Bigotry items for us. The vet’s 
home has Reinstituted Columbus Day as well. 
Dist. 2: Keith Wilson reports on the recent Dist. meeting held and they are considering a 
Legislative breakfast for all Nassau legislators for our issues to be updated to all in public office 
as well. Alison reports on School calendars and Westbury school Dist. keeping Columbus on 
there. Bella Lingua was reviewed also at the meeting too. The Mineola statue looks great, and  
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Keith asked John for update on St Francis Hospital and John reports they may have a Columbus 
Recognition program in the fall at the Hospital. Loggia Glen Cove will monitor the school 
calendar as well. Keith will call the super indents also.  
Dist. #3:

He has three returns for the Bella Lingua Awards too. 

 Andy Illiano reports that he needs new liaisons from Capodanno and uguaglianza 
lodge. Marianne Prince will be asking for Uguaglianza lodge also. 

 
Dist. 6:
 

 Lisa Serafini reports that she will be going to Europe for vacation in Italy soon.  

The next Board meeting will be on Tuesday April 8, 2025, via zoom. The meeting was adjourned 
at 9:40 P.M.  
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
 
Keith Wilson  
Rec. Secty. 
Attachments 

 


