NYS GRAND LODGE
COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
EXEC. BOARD MEETING VIA ZOOM CALL
TUESDAY APRIL 8, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. by Chairman John Fratta. The prayer was led by
Keith Wilson and the pledge and moment of silence were held.
The roll call showed the following present:
e John Fratta
¢ Eleanor Jobbagy
e Keith Wilson
¢ Geri Graham
¢ Bob Graham
e Janis Parazzelli
e Stella Grillo
e Marianne Prince
e Tony Rotoli
e Maryann Rispoli
e Allison Vitucci
¢ Joanne Alfonso
All others were excused.
The minutes of the prior meeting were accepted as correct.
There was no correspondence at this time to be taken up.
Treasurers Report:
Geri Graham reports as follows:
opening balance was $17,149.49
A deposit of $12,740.00 was recently made and the balance of this was the journal and dinner
revenue.
Wells Fargo sent the $500.00 income as well
We padi out $12,062.16 for the journal printing and affair to Verdi’s.
We also paid the usual quarterly rental fee to the office.
The Columbus account has $2,438.53 and no change in balance
Total on hand $23,186.54 in the accounts. We also have approximately $148,000.00 in the
investment account from the Grand Lodge Investment committee.
FS Report:
John Fratta reports for Joanne Grove as follows:
We year to date have taken in $37,294.543
Total expenses to date are $41,826.00
March, we took in $12,740.00
March expenses were $11,777.52
Net income for March $962.48
Net overall YTD loss is $4500.00
Joh said we need to adjust some budget numbers for the cycle.
Motion to accept the financial reports by Keith Wilson seconded by Alison Vitucci and passed.
Chairmans Report:
John reports that some committee members went to the locker today and threw some old items
away as well as getting a smaller unit for the committee to use for items we are keeping. Old
financial records will be shredded. Som items need updating like medal of honor winners and
other items. There are some more bookmarks there and posters also. Geri Graham will
investigate the cost of smaller unit and report back to the board in May.
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John reports that the Fresh Pet commercial is still being run with Steve Schirripa as a mobster
on TV. A letter for protest was sent by John and there was no response yet. The CEO is Richard
Casa.

The Tulsa King Movie segment on San Gennaro Feast shows their board members carrying the
statue in a bad light after $20,000.00 donation to the feast was made also. John said letters will
be sent to all concerned. Stella asked why Tulsa Kings is picking on Feast and John reports that
Sylvester Stallone is involved with this also.

Poughkeepsie School District will be renaming Columbus Day Holiday. John sent a letter to
Superintendent outlining Columbus history, and we will also look to get NAGA involved also.
The State of Florida will be reinstituting Columbus Day Holiday soon and National CSJ will be
speaking with Gov Desantis on this issue. Discussion took place on actors and actresses taking
parts in these movies as they should not portray gangsters if they do not have to.

Luncheon Finals:

Eleanor Jobbagy reports that we netted from the dinner $3,813.46 and the journal netted
$6,936.88 for a total of $10,765.98 which includes the donation from Meucci lodge of $1,000.00
that day as well. John thanked Eleanor and Marianne for a great job, and all had a good time.
Marianne reports that she is awaiting payment for 8 ads as well. The journal made $1,222.52 less
than the previous year. Marianne also reports that Andre Dinino will be working on the young
inventors contest for the GMM in the future. John feels that we will do well at the convention
with charity too.

Book of the month:
Alison reports that the next book to be read will be Children’s Train by Viola Barone.
Bella Lingua:
Maryann Rispoli reports that we have the following participants by District:
1- 13

2- 21
3- 6
4- 0
5- 0
6- 0
7- 2
8- 0

Total of 42 entrants to date.

Each District will hold their own awards ceremony in the future.

Debbane Contest Report:

Geri Graham had no report at this time.

CSJ Scholarship:

Andy Illiano reports he has received one essay to date. We will ask Tony Decostanzo to send it
out again. We will also submit to the Golden lion for publication also. June 1 is the deadline.
Website:

Bob Graham reports that all is well and the QR code is not that active. He paid for the two
domain names again to keep them active. Keith asked if Bob could load up the recent dinner
journal on our website and he will do that. He continues to monitor all websites as needed.
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Convention DVD:
Andy and Keith will meet with video Joe after Easter for a better price on this item to be used at
Convention.

District Chairs Reports:

1. Geri Graham had no report

2. Keith reports that all going well and Alison reports that a Glen Cove SD board meeting
was held for new superintendent and input was given to the district wise firm being
used and the language program is continuing at this time. She also reports that Cellini
Lodge recently honored Italian Teachers at their dinner and Keith Reminded all that the
Columbus Statue in Mineola has been redone thanks to Loggia and JM Marino lodges
project they took on.

3. Andy reports that he will hold a committee meeting on Wednesday night and reminds
all that if information on offensive items can be gotten earlier, he would bring up to his
committee like Poughkeepsie area issues.

4. Joanne reports that she sent out all information to Presidents and has no other news at
this time.

New Business:

John told the board that the President is restoring all statues and monuments as they were in
the country and Columbus also to stop the cancel culture that is out there. October 12 will be
official Columbus Day annually also.

Keith asks if the CSJ State Committee could give a plaque to Rockland Lodge for all the work
they did in getting the Columbus Statue from Virginia and restoring it on their grounds for
positive image work. John said to order plaque, and we will present at convention.

There being no further business to come to the board the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 P.M. by
the Chairman John Fratta. The next CS] Board Meeting will be on Tuesday May 13 at 7: 30 P.M.

Minutes taken by:

Keith Wilson
CS]J Recording Secretray
Attachments



