
NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINUTES OF EXEC BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY JUNE 10, 2025 
VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:35 PM BY CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA. THE PRAYER 
WAS LED BY KEITH WILSON AND THE PLEDGE WAS LED BY THE CHAIRMAN. THE MOMENT 
OF SILENCE WAS HELD. 
THE ROLL CALL SHOWED THE FOLLOWING PRESENT: 

• J FRATTA 
• E JOBBAGY  
• K WILSON  
• G GRAHAM  
• J GROVE 
• B GRAHAM  
• V MARMORALE  
• J PARAZZELLI 
• S GRILLO  
• M PRINCE  
• M RISPOLI  
• A VITUCCI 
• A ILLIANO  
• L SERAFINI  

ALL OTHERS WERE EXCUSED. 
THE MINUTES OF THE PRIOR MEETING WERE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. 
THERE WAS NO COMMUNICATIONS TO BE READ. 

G GRAHAM REPORTS THAT MAY BALANCE WAS 17,631.99 WITH ADDITIONS TOTALING $843.73 
MONEY CAME FROM JOURNAL ADDS AND OTHER ITEMS PRESENTED. WE PAID OUT $385.52 
AND THIS WAS FOR PLAQUES AND NEW STORAGE UNIT TO BE USED. THE ENDING BALANCE 
WAS $18,090.20. COLUMBUS ACCOUNT BALANCE $2438.53 CURRENTLY.  

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

TOTAL ON HAND $24,127.31 

J. GROVE REPORTS THAT WE MADE IN MAY $940.71 NET PROFIT. SHE WILL BE WORKING ON 
BUDGET ASAP AND PRESENT AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING. THE SHORTFALL IS REDUCED 
TO $3400.00 FOR THE NEW YEAR AND WE WILL MONITOR YOU AS NEEDED. THE TOTAL 
BUDGET IS $41,491.00 FOR 2026. APRIL 1 TO MARCH 31, 2026, IS THE BUDGET YEAR. KEITH W 
MOVES TO ACCEPT REPORTS AND SECONDED BY LISA SERAFINI AND PASSED. LITERATURE 
AND ZOOM BILLS ARE INCOMING.  

FS REPORT: 

JOHN FRATTA REPORTS THAT THE NEVADA GOVERNOR VETOED THE BILL TO CHANGE 
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY AND WE ARE PLEASED ON THIS DECISION.  

CHAIRMANS REPORT: 

THE GRAND LODGE IS WORKING WITH LEGISLATORS ON THIS ALSO. CONVENTION AGENDA 
IS TIGHT BUT WE WILL HAVE BREAKOUT SESSIONS. WE WILL GIVE PLAQUE TO ROCKLAND 
LODGE ON STATUE THEY SAVED FROM CSJ. VINCE M WILL PRESENT ON MY ITALIAN SECRET 
MOVIE AND DISCUSSION.  
THE NAGA REP DAVID BINKINBENDER WILL BE AT CONVENTION ALSO TO SPEAK AND WE 
WILL GIVE $500.00 DONATION TO NAGA FOR THEIR WORK THEY DO. KEITH W MOVES TO 
DONATE $500.00 TO NAGA SECONDED BY STELLA GRILLO AND PASSED.  
JOHN REPORTS NOTHING NEW WITH SYRACUSE AT THIS TIME. MASSACHUSETTES STILL 
PUSHING FOR HOLIDAY REMOVAL AND CHANGE TO IPD.THE ITALIAN AMERICAN ALLIANCE 
IS WORKING ON THIS AS WELL.  



 
 
JOHN WOULD LIKE TO SEND A LETTER TO GOV DESANTIS IN FLA. FOR RESTORING COLUMBUS 
DAY HOLIDAY AND RIDDING STATE OF CANCEL CULTURE AND WOKE ISSUES. 
THE AMBASCIATORE AWARDS HAD A PROBLEM WITH OSDIA TABLES AT DINNER AND 
ATTITUDE WAS NOT GOOD BY THEIR CHAIRMAN. JOHN WILL SPEAK TO JOE SCELSA AND 
BOB FONTI ON THIS ISSUE. KEITH WILSON RECOMMENDS THAT WE BEGIN A CSJ ADVISORY 
BOARD WITH VARIOUS LEADERS ON THERE AS PROMINENT ITALIAN AMERICANS THAT WE 
WORK WITH TO KEEP THEM INVOLVED WITH OUR MISSION. JOHN WILL TAKE UNDER 
ADVISEMENT.  

ALISON REPORTS THAT THE NEXT BOOK WILL BE ON POPE LEO XIV WRITTEN BY CHRIS 
WHITE. KEITH SUGGESTS SENDING LETTER OF CONGRATS TO NEW POPE FROM CSJ BOARD 
FROM JOHN AND ALL OF US. JOHN ATTENDED THE DINNER HONORING FR HILLARY FRANCO 
ON 70 YEARS A PRIEST. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH  

JOHN REPORTS THAT WE WILL HAVE A TABLE WITH GIVEAWAYS AND LITERATURE FOR ALL 
TO TAKE BACK TO LODGES. WE WILL NEED SOME TO ASSIST AT CONVENTION. WE WILL HAVE 
BANNER AT TABLE ALSO. THERE WILL BE A BREAKOUT SESSION FOR CSJ ALSO. 

CONVENTION TABLE: 

MARYANN RISPOLI REPORTS THAT THE AWARDS NIGHTS ARE COMING UP IN DISTRICTS 
THAT PARTICIPATED AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO THAT.  TURNOUT MAY BE 40-50 PEOPLE 
FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.  

BELLA LINGUA  

GERI REPORTS THAT ALL HAS BEEN MOVED TO THE NEW UNIT AND MATERIAL THAT WAS 
BAD HAS BEEN DISCARDED. TEE SHIRTS HAD TO BE DISCARDED AS THEY WERE 
WATERLOGGED AND BAD. ELEANOR WILL PICK UP PLASTIC BINS FOR STORAGE PURPOSES 
AND PUT ITEMS IN THEM ASAP. TONY ROTOLI JUST HAS TO PUT ONE MORE SHELF UNIT IN 
THERE WHEN HE HAS THE TIME. WE ALSO NEED SOME BASEBALL PLAYERS BOOKMARKS AND 
SOME OTHER UPDATED ITEMS AS WELL.  

STORAGE UNIT FOR CSJ MATERIALS: 

GERI REPORTS THAT MATERIALS WILL GO OUT NEXT WEEK AS NEEDED.  
DABBENE CONTEST: 

V MARMORALE REPORTS THAT MY ITALIAN SECRET 36 MINUTE MOVIE WILL BE SHOWN AT 
THE CONVENTION FOR ALL TO SEE. HE RECENTLY SHOWED FILM AT JOHN MICHAEL 
MARINO LODGE AND ALL ENJOYED THE PRESENTATION. HE ALSO PRESENTED AT THE 
MEADOWS IN EAST MEADOW AS WELL AS THE MERRICK GOLF COURSE. TRIBECA FILM 
FESTIVAL DOES NOT LOOK FOR DOCUMENTARY LIKE THIS AND VINCE WILL APPROACH 
LABELLA ITALIA ON THIS MOVIE ALSO. HE MAY BE ABLE TO SPEAK THERE TOO. 

HOLOCAUST: 

 

ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT JUNE 1 WAS DEADLINE AND 7 APPS AND 6 ESSAYS WERE 
RECEIVED PLUS 1 VIDEO AS WELL. THE COMMITTEE WILL REVIEW ON ZOOM AND THREE 
CASH AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN OUT FOR PRIZES TO THE WINNERS.  

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: 

ANDY GOT INFORMATION BACK FROM GIO TO GIVETO VIDEO JOE FOR PRICES ON DVD AS 
NEEDED AND WILL PURSUE WITH KEITH SHORTLY. 

CONVENTION DVDFOR CSJ: 

BOB GRAHAM DOMAIN NAMES REGISTERED AGAIN WHICH ARE COLUMBUSTHETRUTH.ORG 
AND REALCOLUMBUS.ORG  AT $29.86 FOR A YEAR. 

WEBSITE: 
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DISTRICT CHAIRS REPORTS: 
1- GERI REPORTS THAT BRUMIDI LODGE RECEIVED A COLUMBUS STATUE BUST FROM 

POUGHKEEPSIE AND PUT UP IN FOYER OF LODGE FOR ALL TO SEE. LOOKS NICE TOO. 
2- DIST 2 KEITH REPORTS THAT ALISON STILL REVIEWING SCHOOL CALENDARS FOR 

COLUMBUS DATES AND CHANGES AS WELL. GLEN COVE AHS BOTH DAYS ON 
OCTOEBR CALENDAR FOR CALENDAR. WESTBURY SCHHOLS HAD NO UPDATE AND 
NAGA PREFERS THE LANGUAGE NATIVE AMERICAN LANGUAGE NOT INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE LANGUAGE.  

3- ANDY HAD NO UPDATES  
6 -   LISA REPORTS THAT SHE WILL SEE ALL AT CONVENTION AND SHE RECENTLY HEARD  
       AT SCHOOL PEPOPLE REFERRING TO COLUMBUS AS A RAPIST AND SHE DIFFUSED                 
       THE SITUATION AS NEEDED.  

KEITH REPORTS THAT THE MASSAPEQUA ISSUE WITH CHIEFS STILL ONGOING ALSO. 
JOHN THANKS ALL FOR ATTENDING THE MEETING AND WILL SEE ALL AT CONVENTION AS 
WELL. THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:30 P.M BY THE CHAIRMAN. 
NEXT MEETING JULY 8, 2025, ON ZOOM. 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY:  
 
 
KEITH WILSON  
CSJ SECRETARY  


