
NY STATE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
EXEC BOARD MINUTES 

JULY 8 VIA ZOOM COFNERECNCE CALL 
 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:35 P.M BY THE CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA. 
THE PRAYER WAS LED BY KEITH WILSON AND THE PLEDGE WAS LED BY THE CHAIRMAN. A 
MOMENT OF SILENCE WAS HELD AS WELL. 
THE EOLL CALL OF THE BOARD HAD THE FOLLOWING PRESENT: 

• J FRATTA 
• E JOBBAGY  
• KWILSON  
• G GRAHAM  
• A VITUCCI  
• J GROVE 
• E BOCHYSNKI  
• S GRILLO  
• M PRINCE  
• A ILLIANO  
• C FEDERICO  
• L SERAFINI  
• T ROTOLI 
• J GREGORY  
• M RISPOLI  

THE MINUTES OF THR PRIOR MEETING WERE ACCPETED AS DISTRIBUTED. 
THE COMMUNICATION SENT TO ALL WAS THE UPDATED CSJ STATE DIRECTORY. 

GERI REPORTS THAT TOTAL IN ACCOUNTS $21,613.48 AFTER ALL DEPOSITS AND EXPENSES 
HAVE BEEN PAID. 

FINANCIALS REPORTS: 

JOANNE GROVE REPORTS THAT WE SHOW A NEGATIVE OF $2,513.86 AS THIS WILL BE OFFSET 
BY CONVENTION DONATIONS WHEN WE GET THEM. JUNE SHOWED A NET LOSS OF $1,573.15 
FOR THE CSJ COMMITTEE. MOTION TO APPROVE FINANCIALS BY ED B SECONDED BY JOHN 
GREGORY AND PASSED. 

JOHN FRATTA THANKED THE BOARD FOE THE GIFT WE GAVE HIM AS BEING THE 2025 BENE 
EMERITUS FOR THE GRAND LODGE THIS YEAR. ALL CONGRATULATED HIM. 

CHAIRMANS REPORT: 

JOHN TOLD THE BOARD THAT NYC MAYORAL CANDIDATE ZOHRAM MAMDANI GAVE THE 
MIDDLE FINGER TO THE COLUMBUS STATUE 4 YEARS AGO IN COLUMBUS CIRCLE. THIS WAS 
REPORTED RECENTLY BY THE NY POST AND ROBERT AND JOHN WILL CONFER ON THIS AND 
TAKE THE NEXT NECESSARY STEPS TO SEE WHERE THIS GUY STANDS ON THE ISSUE NOW. 
THEY WILL SEND HIM A LETTER OF PROTEST AND ALSO MANY GEN Z PEOPLE ARE 
SUPPORTING HIM AS WELL.  
 
JOHN SPOKE ON DAVID FINKLEBENNET AT THE CONVENTION FROM NAGA AND FELT HE DID 
A GREAT JOB. WE DO NOT WANT MASSAPEQUA HIGH SCHOOL TO CHANGE THEIR MASCOT 
SYMBOL AS THE INDIAN IS THEIR LOGO THEY USE. NEVADA GOVERNOR HAS VETOED 
LEGISLATION TO CHANGE THE COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY AND THIS WAS GOOD NEWS FOR 
CSJ NATIONAL COMMITTEE. JOHN SUGGESTS THAT ELEANOR AND MARIANNE PRINCE WORK 
ON A MAILING TO ALL ITALIANS STATEWIDE FOR CSJ REVENUE NEEDED. THEY WILL 
EXPLORE AND GET BACK TO THE BOARD. GERI GRAHAM SUGGETS THAT WE ALSO INCLUDE 
A CSJ INFORMATION PAMPHLET TO SHOW ALL WE DO FOR THE CULTURE.  
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ALISON REPORTS THAT SHE AND LISA WILL REVIEW THE NEXT BOOK AND WRITE UP FOR THE 
GL PAPER WHEN COMPLETED. THE NEXT BOOK READ MAY BE ON POPE LEO XIV. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH: 

CARMINE FEDERICO REPORTS NOTHING NEW TO REPORT AT THIS TIME THEY ARE PLANNING 
THE ANNUAL DINNER AND WREAT LAYING FOR THE STATUE. THE NEWLY ELECETED MAYOR 
IS TAKING A POSITION AGAINST THE STATUE AS WELL. 

SYRACUSE ISSUES: 

JOHN FEELS WE SHOULD TRY TO CLEAR THE RECORD FOR THESE TWO MEN WHO WERE 
ACCUSED OF CRIMES THEY DID NOT COMMIT. WE NEED TO LOOK INTO FOR CORRECT 
INFORMATION NEEDED. THE TRIAL WAS A SET UP AND THEY WERE WRONGFULLY 
CONVICTED. ALISON REPORTS THAT HS HISTORY COVERS THIS AND THIS LED TO A BRIEF 
DISCUSSION OF IMMIGRATION AND THE ANCESTRY OF OUR COUNTRY AND COMING TO 
AMERICA LEGALLY. ED B SUGGETS THAT WE DO A COMING TO AMERICA PAPER ON HISTORY.  

SACCO/VANZETTI: 

JOHN REPORTS THAT BINGHAMTON ISSUE WITH RENAMING A PARK AFTER JOANNE 
CHESIMARD A CONVICTED MURDERER AND THIS SHOULD NOT BE DONE. WE WILL 
MONITOR. 

BINGHAMTON PARK: 

JOHN ALSO REPORTS THAT WE GAVE OUT A LOT OF LITERATURE AT THE CONVENTION AND 
BOB FERRITO HAD A BANNER WITH COLUMBUS INFO ON HAND AND KEITH SUGGESTED 
THAT GERI GRAHAM GIVE A PRESENTAITON ON HOW TO SET UP A LIBRARY DISPLAY AT THE 
CONVENTION.  

GERI REPORTS ALL MAILINGS ARE OUT AND SHE GAVE OUT AT THE CONVENTION ALSO. E 
BLAST WILL GO OUT SOON ALSO.  

DABBENE CONTEST: 

MARYANN REPORTS THAT ALL AWARD CHECKS ARE OUT AND DISTRICT 2 AND 3 CEERMONY 
WENT WELL. IT WAS HELD AT MARCO POLO LODGE. 

BELLA LINGUA: 

ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT ONE OF THE WINNERS WAS FROM PER SEMPRE LODGE AND 
JOHN THANKED HIM FOR A JOB WELL DONE. THE AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN ON AUGUST 19 
PER SEMPRE MEETING. ANDREW ASKED FOR A PAGE ON THE WEBSITE FOR SHOWCASING 
ESSAYS AND DVDS TO USE FOR PROMOTION PURPOSES. FACEBOOK HAD SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS AND THIS LOOKS GREAT AS WELL.  

SCHOLARSHIPS: 

BOB GRAHAM REPORTS THAT CSJ SITE OLD AND NEW NEEDS UPDATING. FOR VIDEOS TO BE 
LOADED CORRECTLY. HE WILL HANDLE FOR THE COMMITTEE. 

WEBSITE: 

GERI GRAHAM REPORTS PROGRESS. 
DISTRICT CHAIRS REPORTS: 

KEITH WILSON REPORTS THAT AFTER BELLA LINGUA AWARD ALISON CONDUCTED A GREAT 
MEETING AND ALL WAS COVERED.    
ADNY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT HE WILL MEET WITH VIDOE JOE FOR CONVENTION DVD FOR 
NEXT YEAR VERY SOON AND TRY TO GET STARTED. 
WE MAY NEED $2500.00 TO COVER EXPENSES FOR THIS PROJECT.  
JOHN GREGORY REPORTS THAT THE BELLA LINGUA AWARD WILL BE GIVEN AT THE 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS TOGETHER. JOHN WILL USE CONVENTION LITERATURE FOR 
OCTOBER HERITAGE TIMEFRAME FOR ALL TO BENEFIT IN DIST 5. 
LISA SERAFINI REPORTS THAT DIST 6 WILL GIVE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS THIS SUNDAY JULY 
14. SHE MAY ATTEND AWARDS CEREMONY AT SCHOOLS NEXT YEAR FOR THIS PUPOSE. LISA 
SHOWED CABRINI AND MY ITALIAN SECRET AT LOCAL ODGES IN DIST 6. 
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CARMINE FEDERICO REPORTS THAT SUNDAY JULY 13 IS AWARDS DINNER IN DIST 7. ALL 
STUDENTS BUT 1 ARE ATTENDING AND 75 IN TOTAL WILL BE THERE.  

M PRINCE SUGGESTED UPDATING THE MEMBERSHIP BROCHURE AND SHE WILL HANDLE FOR 
CSJ ITEMS IN THERE THAT ARE INCORRECT.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

KEITH WILSON ASKED JOHN IF HE EVER SPOKE TO JOE SCELSA ON SEATING ISSUE AT 
MUSEUM AFFAIR AT CREST HOLLOW. JOHN WILL FOLLOW UP WITH HIM AND REPORT BACK. 
JOANNE GROVE REPORTS ON NEW MOVIE THAT SAVED 800 JEWISH PEOPLE FROM THE 
HOLOCAUST AND ANOTHER MOVIE CALLED GLORY RIDE ABOUT A FAMOUS ITALIAN 
CYCLIST. THIS WILL BE REFERRED TO VINCE MARMORALE FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES.  
 
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:05 P.M. BY THE CHAIRMAN. 
 
THE NEXT EXEC BOARD MEETING WILL BE AUGUST 12 VIA ZOOM.  
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
 
 
KEITH WILSON  
REC. SECTY. 


