
NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
EXEC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY AUGUST 14, 2025 
VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:35 PM BY THE CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA. 
THE OPENING PRAYER WAS LED BY KEITH WILSON AND JOHN LED THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE. MOMENT OF SILENCE WAS HELD AND ROLL CALL SHOWED THE FOLLOWING 
ATTENDEES: 

• JOHN FRATTA 
• ELEANOR JOBBAGY  
• KEITH WILSON  
• JOANNE GROVE 
• MARYANN RISPOLI 
• ALISON VITUCCI 
• ANDY ILLIANO  
• CARMINE FEDERICO  

ALL OTHERS WERE EXCUSED OR AT NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
THE MINUTES OF THE PRIOR MEETING WERE ACCEPTED AS DISTRIBUTED. 

JOANNE GROVE REPORTS THAT SHE AND GERI GRAHAM REVIEWED ALL THE NUMBERS AND 
ALL WERE IN GOOD SHAPE. THEY BOTH CONCURRED ON THE REPORTS. THE FINAL BALANCE 
WAS $19,034.93. ALL EXPENSES AND INCOME WERE REVIEWED AS WELL. STORAGE SPACE MAY 
BE GOING UP IN PRICE BY $25.00 PER MONTH AND WE ALSO HAVE YET TO GET CONVENTION 
DONATIONS FROM GRAND LODGE.  BOTH REPORTS WERE ACCEPTED BY THE BOARD AS 
PRESENTED BY JOANNE. 

TREASURY/FINANCIALS: 

 

JOHN FRATTA REPORTS THAT PHILADELPHIA COURTS RULED IN OUR FAVOR AND 
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY IS STAYING ON THE CALENDAR AS IS. JOHN SAID THAT HE AND 
ANGELO VIVOLO SPOKE WITH ANDY CUOMO ABOUT ZOHRAN MAMDANI POSITION ON 
COLUMBUS DAY AND OUR STATUE IN COLUMBUS CIRCLE WILL STAY THERE AS A 
LANDMARK PROPERTY. THE IOVC MAY PUSH FOR CUOMO TO BE MAYOR IN NOVEMBER.  
JOHN REPORTS THAT WE INVITED NAGA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NYC COLUMBUS DAY 
PARADE. THE MASSAPEQUA POSITION ON MASCOTS IS STILL ON THE TABLE AND KEITH 
REMINDS ALL THAT PRES. TRUMP IS INVOLVED WITH THE ISSUE AND BACKING THE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 

CHAIRMANS REPORT: 

ALISON REPORTS THAT THE BOOK SOON TO BE READ IS ON POPE LEO XIV CALLED THE 
DAWN OF A NEW DAY INSIDE THE CONCLAVE. THE REVIEW WILL BE IN GOLDEN LION WHEN 
COMPLETED BY HER AND LISA.  

BOOK OF THE MONTH: 

KEITH REPORTS ALL AT GRAND LODGE OFFICE AND SOME STILL IN SMALL STORAGE 
GARAGE IN MELVILLE WHEN NEEDED.  

CSJ MATERIALS: 

JOHN SUGGESTED NAMING OUR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR LOU GALLO MEMORIAL. WE 
WILL CHECK WITH HIS WIFE AND ARTHUR IF OK TO USE HIS NAME. ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS 
THAT THE AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN AT PER SEMPRE LODGE MEETING TUESDAY THE 19TH OF 
AUGUST. TOTAL OF $1500.00 TO BE AWARDED. WE WILL POST WINNERS ON CSJ WEBSITE 
WHEN COMPLETED.  

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: 

MARYANN RISPOLI REPORTS THAT THERE WAS A GOLDEN LION ARTICLE ON THIS AND SHE 
THANKED MARK V FOR DOING THIS. DIST 1 AND 2 AND 7 WERE HIGHLIGHTED IN ARTICLE. 
SHE WILL BEGIN PROCESS IN NOVEMBER AND MAILING WILL GO OUT SOON AFTER TO THE  

BELLA LINGUA: 
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SCHOOLS. KEITH WILL GET HER THE NEEDED BROCHURES FOR MAILINGS. CARMINE 
FEDERICO SUGGESTED THAT A NICER CERTIFICATE BE USED FOR ALL AWARDEES.  

ANDY AND KEITH WILL MEET WITH VIDEO JOE ON ZOOM NEXT WEEK TO DISCUSS THE 
PRESENTATION. WE WILL REPORT BACK AT SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

CONVENTION DVD: 

CARMINE F REPORTS THAT NOTHING NEW TO REPORT ON CITY ISSUE WITH STATUE. 
OCTOBER 13 IS THEIR WREATH LAYING AT STATUE ALSO. 

SYRACUSE ISSUES: 

JOHN WILL BE SPEAKING WITH JOE SCELTA ON SEATING ISSUE LAST YEAR AT DINNER AND 
COMMENTS MADE THAT WERE NOT TOO FRATERNAL. 

ITALIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM: 

ANGELO VIVOLO WILL BE SENDING A LETTER FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY TO BE ON 
AUGUST 9 AT THE EARLIEST SO THEY HAVE THEIR DAY TO BE RECOGNIZED BY GOV HOCHUL. 
WE AWAIT RESPONSE.  
AUGUST 9 CAN BE CALLED NATIVE AMERICAN AND CULTURE DAY AS PRESENTED.  
JOHN IS ALSO TRYING TO GET DOMINICAN COMMUNITY TO BE INVOLVED WITH US AND 
STAND TOGETHER FOR SOLIDARITY. 
 

KEITH REPORTS THAT THE CSJ SHOULD DO SOMETHING FOR USA 250TH ANNIVERSARY NEXT 
YEAR AND JOHN FELT GOOD IDEA AND WE SHOULD DO SOMETHING.  HE WILL THINK IT 
OVER AND REPORT BACK. ALISON SPOKE ON SACCO AND VENZETTI ISSUE WITH 
CURRICULUM IN SCHOOLS. MOTHER CABRINI ALSO SHOULD BE IN THEIR TOO. JOHN FEELS 
THAT SACCO AND VANZETTI WERE INNOCENT AND VICTIMS OF ROGUE TRIAL.  

DISTRICT CHAIRS REPORTS: 

ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT DIST 3 HAS NO NEWS AND SOME LODGES GIVE DUES TO DIST 3 
TREASURY.  
CARMINE FEDERICO REPORTS THAT DIST 7 HAS THREE SMALL FLOATS AND THEY ARE 
STORED IN HIS GARAGE FOR FESTA ITALIANA IN SYRACUSE. THEY REPRESENT THE SHIPS 
USED BY COLUMBUS ALSO. ALL ELSE HAS BEEN QUIET. 

ELEANOR REPORTS THAT THE LUNCHEON WILL BE IN MARCH OR APRIL AND BIAGIO WILL 
BE ONE OF THE HONOREES. SHE WILL LOOK AT OTHER LOCALES TOO. 

LUNCHEON: 

JOANNE GROVE ASKED IF TONY ROTOLI COULD CHAIR ANOTHER LOTTERY BOARD FOR 
FUNDING FOR COLUMBUS DAY REVENUE LIKE LAST YEAR. JOHN WILL ASK HIM TO DO THIS. 
 
THERE WAS NO OTHER BUSINESS TO DISCUSS AND THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:45 
P.M. BY THE CHAIRMAN. NEXT EXEC. MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2025, VIA 
ZOOM.  
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
 
KEITH WILSON  
REC SECTY. 
 


