
OSDIA Grand Lodge of New York 
NYS Commission for Social Justice 

Minutes of General Meeting 
September 9, 2025 

Via Zoom Teleconference 
 

• The meeting was called to order by the Cochair Eleanor Jobbagy at 7:45 P.M. The prayer 
was led by Keith Wilson, and the pledge was led by Eleanor. The roll call of the board 
showed the following present: 
E Jobbagy 

• K Wilson  
• M Prince 
• E Bochynski 
• A Illiano  
• V Marmorale 
• A Vitucci 
• M Rispoli  
• R Graham  
• John Fratta attends the meeting at 8:10 P.M. via Zoom. 

The board congratulated him on being picked as the New National CSJ Chairman.  
This was because Robert Ferrito was Elected Fifth National Vice President. 
The first order of business was accepting the previous meetings minutes with one correction, 
and this motion was passed by the board. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Alison reports that the article on the recent book on the Pope was written and given to Bob 
Graham for publication in the Website and to mark for the Golden Lion too. 

Book of the Month: 

The next book to be read will be by Dr Fran Curcio called Antonio Meucci and the Telephone: 
Just the Facts. They will report on this when completed. 

Keith Wilson reports that all literature is at the GL Office and he has two cases of Columbus 
Brochures left as well. John asked to put together a master list if what we have on hand and we 
can give this out annually at Convention packets too. We need to update our posters for using 
at Libraries and other displays as well. 

Literature on Hand: 

 
Bella Lingua: 
Maryann Rispoli said she will assist any committee members who need help with certificates 
for the program.  
Dabbene Contest: 
Deadline for this committee is September 30, 2025, and districts 1 and 3 have entrants already. 
An email will go out soon to all involved to promote program.  

Vince Marmorale reports that he had a great time presenting at the convention and thanked all 
for their assistance that weekend. He will be presenting at Brumidi on his DVD in October. John 
asked Vince for 25 DVD’S for all Grand Lodges around the National and Supreme Lodge for 
distribution. Vince will be giving John and Keith copies of lesson plans he has on this and other 
programs from schools as well as for the minute’sattachments. 

Holocaust: 

 
 
 



Andy Illaino reports that the program is completed for this year and the awards for Dist. 3 were 
given at the Per Sempre meeting in June. The GL Foundation will offset the cost of awards by 
$1,000.00 annually.  

Columbus Essay Contest: 

Library Displays: 
Andy Shred some Columbus information for all to use on local library displays, and we will get 
copies after approval to use as needed from publishers of information. 
Website: 
Bob Graham reports that QR code has been quiet as we got one donation at the convention of 
$100.00. all else on website as needed and available.  

Andy and Keith report that they spoke with Video Joe, and he can assist with DVD needed and 
will cost Approximately $2500.00 in total. He will attend various functions and record as 
needed all info and prepare DVD from that work completed. He will attend Columbus Day 
Parade and tape that the parade will pay for $400.00 in total for that function. That will be the 
fee per shoot as needed. He will attend Taste of Italy in Suffolk where the CSJ will have a table 
for literature. This will be in line with the membership table also. Keith moves to spend $2500.00 
for convention DVD project and seconded by Andy Illiano and passed. 

Convention DVD for Presentation Purposes: 

Syracuse: 
John reports that the New Mayor is also against us on Columbus Day Issue and we also lost in 
appellate court as well. Carmine will continue to monitor as needed. 

John will be talking with Joe Scelsa and the Ambasciatore awards, so no conflicts occur as well.  
Italian American Museum: 

Eleanor reports that she is checking out different venues and will report back as needed to the 
committee. We also need to pick honorees for the year ahead.  

Luncheon: 

District Chairs reports: 

D3: Andy reports he will have a meeting with liaisons on September 10 via zoom.  

D2 Keith Reports that the Glen Cove and Elmont school calendars are all in accordance with the 
Columbus holiday also. They will have a meeting in October as a committee.  

John Fratta reports that we won the Pennsylvania case and statue will remain where it is for 
Columbus. There will soon be a meeting held in Rochester on Statues as well. Many 
organizations are involved, and we are waiting for a word on this. Binghamton is looking to 
rename Columbus Park after Joanne Chesimard who killed a state trooper in New Jersey years 
ago. John suggested charging for some of our literature as printing is getting expensive and we 
need price list for all to review and use as needed. 

Chairmans Report: 

 

M. Prince reports that Tom Amato passed away and he will be waked in Fla. Alison Vitucci 
spoke on Sacco and Vanzetti Curriculum and she has been looking into that for the committee. 
She also reports that Mother Cabrini is no longer in Curriculum since 2014 and we would like to 
restore that as needed. Ed Bochynksi asked for Cabrini Bookmarks as he is going to her Shrine 
soon. Keith Wilson Suggested that we should have Carlos Acutis bookmarks as he is a new 
saint for the Internet. Stella thanks all for the fruit basket as she was healing at home after a fall.  

New Business: 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 P.M. and the next board meeting will be October 14, 2025.  
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
Keith Wilson, Rec. Secty. 
 


