Order Sons and Daughter of Italy in America
New York State Commission for Social Justice

Tuesday, July 14, 2026 — via Zoom - Meeting Minutes

Eleanor Jobbagy, NYS CSJ Chairperson opened Meeting at 7:30 pm and followed OSDIA’s “Ritual
and Protocol.”

Prayer led by: Ed Bochynaki

Due to excused absence of NYS CSJ Recording Secretary Keith Wilson, Mary Ann Rispoli was
asked to be Acting Recording Secretary for this evening’s meeting.

Attendance of of OSDIA NYS CSJ Board Members:

ARTHUR SPERA Excused 1 | STATE/CSJ PRESIDENT
ELEANOR JOBBAGY Present 3 | STATE CHAIRPERSON
MARIO CERMELE Excused 4  CSJ CO-CHAIRPERSON
JOANNE GROVE Excused 1 @ CSJ FIN. SECTY.
KEITH WILSON Excused 2 CSJ RECORDING SECTY.
ROBERT GRAHAM Present 1  WEBMASTER/QR CODE
GERALDINE IANNELLO GRAHAM Present 1 ' TREASURER
RAYMOND AVERNA, ESQ. Excused 2  LEGAL COUNSEL
EDWARD BOCHYNSKI Present 2 EXC.COM MEMBER
STELLA GRILLO Present 3 | EXC.COM MEMBER
JOHN FRATTA Excused 4  NATIONAL OSDIA CSJ PRESIDENT
MARIANNE BORTONE PRINCE Present 2 | EXC. COM MEMBER
JANIS PARAZZELLI, ESQ. Present 2 | EXC. COM MEMBER
VINCENT MARMORALE Absent 2  EXC COM MEMBER
MARY ANN RISPOLI Present 2 NYS BELLA LINGUA CHAIR.
ANTHONY ROTOLI Present 1 @ EXC. COM MEMBER
District Chairs
GERALDINE IANNELLO GRAHAM Present 1  SUFFOLK COUNTY
KEITH WILSON Excused ' 2 | NASSAU COUNTY
ALISON VITUCCI Present 2 | DIST 2 CO CHAIR NASSAU
ANDY ILLIANO Present 3 | NYC5BOROUGHS
CHRIS FAMULARO Present = 4  WHITE PLAINS
JOHN GREGORY Excused 5  ROCKLAND
LISA SERAFINI Absent 6 | ALBANY/CAPITAL
CARMINE FEDERICO Present 7 | SYRACUSE/ BENE EMER.
MARJORIE FOCARAZZO Present 8  ROCHESTER



Treasurer's Report: GERALDINE IANNELLO GRAHAM (Treasurer’'s Report was sent separately)

0013 Checking Account Statement May 30, 2026 - June 30. 2026

Ending Balance: $16,693.60

QOutstanding checks: $3,798.48

Columbus Account #3318 and High Yield Savings Account were closed and funds were used to
open a $7500 11-month CD at 2.75% - $3598 High Yield Account $2438.53 from Columbus Account
$1462.52 from General Fund. We will receive a monthly report on CD.

Other Banks were considered by Geraldine and Joanne but they required extensive documentation
before opening an account with them; therefore, it was decided to purchase the CD at our present
checking account Bank.

We have not yet received funds from pledges made for NYS CSJ at 2026 Convention.

Storage Locker Report: GERALDINE IANNELLO GRAHAM

Geraldine reported that the rental of the storage locker was increased. Geraldine talked with new
management and they agreed to $199.50. (In 2020 we were paying $199.90 for our larger unit).
Geraldine and Tony have been looking into other storage options. Tony and Mary Ann R. pointed
out that a smaller locker would create a dangerous situation when retrieving items needed if bins are
stacked on top of each other. Also, Tony stated that moving the material would require trucks and
strong manpower.

The material also stored in the locker are from the former Ronkonkoma OSDIA Child Care Center
which closed a year and a half ago. Tony stated that only a file cabinet and a few boxes contain
their historical records.

Tony also stated that only a few signs stored there belong to the Parade Committee.

Ed Bochynski will look into the Statute of limitations regarding how long we need to retain different
types of files stored.

“The 2026 Presidential Lifetime Achievement Awarded” - Robert and Geraldine Graham

Everyone congratulated Robert and Geraldine Graham for receiving “The 2026 Presidential Lifetime
Achievement Awarded” at the NYS OSDIA 118" Anniversary Celebration held on Friday, June 26,
2026 awarded by Arthur Spera, State President. Since Rob and Geraldine were unable to attend
the Albany Convention, their Award was later presented personally, at their Lodge, by President
Spera, with many OSDIA Officers and OSDIA members in attendance.

NYS OSDIA Celebrated Authors Committee - ELEANOR JOBBAGY

President Spera announced at the June NYS OSDIA Convention that the NYS OSDIA Celebrated
Authors Committee will be part NYS CSJ. President Spera met with Committee Chairperson
Patricia Edick and Co-Chairperson Robert Savino and began working out the details for the future of
this Committee. NYS OSDIA Celebrated Authors was started two years ago, at the request of the
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then OSDIA NY State President Biagio Isgro, and is now recognized as a positive image program;
therefore, President Spera stated that they should be part of NYS CSJ. President Spera arranged
with NYS CSJ Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy and NYS CSJ Treasurer Geraldine Graham for the
“Celebrated Authors” to have a financial “Line” to manage their income and expenses. NYS CSJ
Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy met with NYS OSDIA Celebrated Authors Committee Chairperson
Patricia Edick and Co-Chairperson Bob Savino last week where they presented their plans for a
book containing works of some of their 32 Italian American committee members.

Chairperson Jobbagy did not ask Committee Chairperson Patricia Edick and Co-Chairperson Robert
Savino to join our Board since they are an independent Committee and have their own Committee
meetings with their members from many OSDIA lodges located throughout NY State.

Prior to the Convention CSJ received an article written by OSDIA Celebrated Authors Committee
Chairperson Patricia Edick regarding the Committee and placed it on the CSJ table for distribution to
attendees. Bob Graham will add a link to “OSDIA Celebrated Authors” Committee’s Facebook page
on the NYS CSJ Webpage.

Monetary pledge earmarked for OSDIA Celebrated Authors - MARIANNE BORTONE PRINCE

Marianne stated that at the Convention she pledged $250 for use by the OSDIA Celebrated Authors
Committee. She said she will send her check directly to NYS CSJ Treasurer Geraldine Graham
made out to NYS CSJ and earmarked for the OSDIA “Celebrated Authors Committee” “line” to
hasten the Committee’s availability of this donation.

Table at the Convention, trifold displays and other material. ELEANOR JOBBAGY

District Il members put together sample tri-fold displays for Chairperson Eleanor to distribute to CSJ
District Chairs, or their representative, at the Convention. They were distributed as follows: District
IV Camile Tacone; District V John Gregory; District VI Lisa Serafini; District VII Carmine Federico;
District VIII Marjorie Focarazzo. It is suggested that each district's lodges share and/or duplicate
their display to be used at libraries, etc. or for member information within their Lodges. District I, Il
and Il will be picked up at Grand Lodge Office by their CSJ District Chairperson.

Mary Ann Rispoli covered the CSJ table and stated many stopped by and were appreciative of the
material offered. She was also surprised at how many were interested in the posters Tony Rotoli left
for distribution, especially the sports figures. (Note: OSDIA NY State Chaplain Fr. Anthony Saliba
was very interested in the Mother Cabrini bookmark).

Eleanor stated that all material is available and to call her on her cell at 516-551-3125 when you
need to replenish your supply.

There was discussion regarding updating material and committees needed to research and get
permission to include more current people on posters, etc. Mary Ann R. mentioned the Grand
Lodge of NY OSDIA “Celebrates and Presents - 250 Italian Americans” created by NYS PP Carolyn
Reres, “State Historian Project 2026”. This book lists Italian Americans and their accomplishments
throughput the past 250 years and was distributed at the Convention.

It was suggested to Eleanor that the CSJ brochure be increased to larger paper because the print is
too small. Mary Ann R. suggested we review what is on the brochure and consolidate.



Federal Government delegating October “ltalian American _month” in Perpetuity - ELEANOR
JOBBAGY.

NYS CSJ Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy is creating letters to be sent to appropriate legislators to
make October “Italian American month” in Perpetuity and not from year to year.

Eleanor would like all to do the same with their federal legislators.

CSJ Short Film for 2027 Convention - ANDY ILLIANO

Andy stated that Joe and Peter have taken many pictures and there is a link where they can be
viewed and whatever chosen will be included in the three to five-minute film. Andy also stated they
need to know how we want video to flow.

Alison Vitucci asked if the NYS OSDIA “Celebrated Authors Committee” would also be featured
since it is a positive image film.

Andy suggests committee meeting on Saturday or Sunday. Joe is in his office Monday-Thursday
until 5.

Stella Grillo said she appreciated the “Gift of Sight” film covering their yearly outing and watching the
committee members interact with the visually impaired youngsters.

John Dabbene ltalian Heritage Essay Contest - GERALDINE IANNELLO GRAHAM

The Letters and Applications were distributed to all Board Members, Lodge Presidents and Deputies
for their distribution to their lodge members. Copies of letters and applications were also available at
the Convention on the CSJ table.

Recipients of John Dabbene Award will also be given the “Columbus - The Hero” book. Lodge
presidents will present Award recipient with book at time of Award presentation. For out of Lodge
area recipients, their Award and book will be mailed.

Book of the Month - ALISON VITUCCI

Book of the Month as edited a and submitted by Alison Vitucci 7/21/2026:

Last book of the month was a documentary review called “Cries From The Cotton Field”. This review
was about Italian American as tenant farmers in the Deep South. Next book review is a
documentary review as well. The documentary is called “Potentially Dangerous”. This documentary
is about how Italian Americans were treated as enemy aliens during the Second World War.

CSJ Luncheon 2027 Saturday, March 6, 2027 - 12:00 noon — 4:30 p.m. ELEANOR JOBBAGY
Our 2027 CSJ Luncheon is Saturday, March 6 — 12-4:30 at Russo’s on the Bay, 162-45 Crossbay
Boulevard, Howard Beach, NY 11414. More information to follow.

To keep the cost the same as 2026 we will have to eliminate the beef choice from the dinner. The
choices would be Salmon, Shrimp, Chicken, Pork Chops and a Vegetarian choice. The brunch
choices would stay same as given in 2026. Having beef would be $10 more per person. We would
have to charge $135 pp instead of $125 pp. No final decision was made at this time.



CSJ Chairperson Jobbagy asked Alison Vitucci if she would be Chairperson of the 2027 CSJ
Luncheon Committee - Alison accepted but specified that she would like Marianne Prince to be in
charge of the Journal. Marianne replied that she could not commit at this time. Eleanor stated that if
Marianne finds she cannot take on the CSJ Luncheon Journal responsibility, she will ask someone
else.

Report on June 14, 2026 CSJ Luncheon held at Russo’s on the Bay - ELEANOR JOBBAGY

We took in: $22,725.00

The expenses were: $16,658.71.

Our Net Profit: $6066.29

Chairperson Eleanor felt participation was less than previous years because June is a busy month.

Eleanor thanked all that helped with making the June 2026 CSJ Luncheon a success.

Carol Delaney, PhD’s book — “Columbus and the Quest for Jerusalem” - ANDY ILLIANO

Andy feels Liaisons should approach their local Catholic schools about the use of “Columbus and
the Quest for Jerusalem” at schools for summer reading. (Dr. Delaney was a CSJ 2019 honoree)

“‘Dawn of America” — Knights of Columbus film - JANIS PARAZZELLI, ESQ.
Recommends the film which is about Columbus’ arrival and spreading the Catholic religion to the
natives.

Letter to NY City Mayor — Zohan Mamdani - ELEANOR JOBBAGY

When National CSJ President John Fratta returns from his vacation Eleanor plans to talk with John
about her letter to NYC Mayor Mamdani regarding the recent omission of Italians, Irish, and Jews
from his immigration map.

American ltalian Heritage Museum in Albany - ELEANOR JOBBAGY

After the recent passing of Prof. Cav. Philip J. DiNova on June 6, founder of the American Italian
Heritage Association and American Italian Heritage Museum in Albany (also a member of NYS
OSDIA Celebrated Authors) Eleanor had a conversation with Mr. Rocky Piaggione. Mr. Piaggione
asked if they may be helpful to us in their area. The American Italian Heritage Museum offers many
programs and is willing to also reach out to schools regarding our programs. He extended an
invitation for our “OSDIA Celebrated Authors” Committee members to have a book signing at the
American Italian Heritage Museum in Albany.

Minutes recorded and submitted by Acting Recording Secretary Mary Ann Rispoli — July 16, 2026 —
corrected and re-submitted August 11, 2026.



