
NYS CSJ EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY AUGUST 11, 2026 
ZOOM TELECONFERENCE 

 
The meeting of the board was called to order at 7:40 P.M. by the Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy. The 
opening prayer was led by Keith Wilson and the pledge was recited. The roll call showed the 
following present: 
E. Jobbagy  
K. Wilson  
G. Graham 
R. Graham 
T Rotoli 
J Grove 
M Rispoli 
J Gregory 
C Famularo 
S Grillo 
M Foccarazo 
R Averna 
A Vitucci 
A Illiano  
All others were either excused or absent. 
The minutes of the June and July meetings were accepted as corrected. 
There were no communications to be read. 
 

Reports: 
 

G Graham reports as follows: 
July 1-31 Opening balance: $20,492.08 

Treasury: 

Income for month $1,207.41 
Checks written $4,262.97 
Os checks $500.00  
Ending balance $16,936.52 
Total on hand $ 24,468.88 
Gerri reports she will add $250.00 from celebrated authors committee that she received.  
Storage unit payment for August has never been received so she put a stop on the check and will mail 
two next month. Keith suggested that the storage unit keeps increasing prices so that we pay extra 
months in advance to save money. Gerri will investigate the committee. Alison moved to accept the 
report of the Treasurer second and passed. 
 
FS Report: 

Keith moved to accept the FS report and passed. 

J Grove reports that we have a net loss for the period of $4,835.85 and we also transferred $1,402.00 to 
open the CD. We will soon get another rent notice from the Grand Lodge and Convention donations 
of $9500.00 are yet to come in too. Gerri reports also that the recent Audit of the CSJ books went well. 
John Gregory asked if Convention Donations over the last three years have remained steady and the 
answer was yes. We also netted $11,442.81 on our recent luncheon.  

 
Chairperson’s Report: 

 

Eleanor reports that Marianne Prince has Resigned from the Board for Personal Reasons. She thanked 
her for all her years of service. 
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Eleanor sent a letter to Mayor Mamdani for leaving Italians off his ethnic maps he has put out. She is 
waiting for his response on the new map. 
Eleanor sent letters also Sen Schumer and Gillibrand on asking for support of a bill for October to be 
officially declared as Italian Heritage Month and no response yet. She also sent some of the State 
County Executives letters asking what each county is doing for Italian heritage month. She has gotten 
some replies as well. Suffolk County will hold Taste of Italy Oct. 19 at Dennison Building as usual. 
Eleanor told the board that the next luncheon will be on March 6, 2027, at Russos. 
 
Mike Santo asked CSJ for funding for a Project that he and Sal Perricone are working on for a social 
media documentary on the New Orleans Lynching. They will be at Brumidi Lodge Sept 3 for a Book 
signing and Eleanor feels that we could give up to $1,000.00 but no more then that. We will think 
about this and bring up again. The film is based on the book COBBLESTONE. National may also give 
$1,000.00 as well. 
 

Alison reports nothing new in this area. 
Artificial Intelligence: 

G Graham reports all papers are out and we got one response so far from Dist. 3. 
Dabbene Contest: 

Convention DVD: 
Andy Illiano reports that Video Joe has put some stuff together and Camille gave Andy some Photos 
also for project. We will keep DVD short like 3-4 minutes for convention use. 

Eleanor reports that the office has plenty of stuff on hand for use for Italian Heritage month in 
October. Just call and they will get it out to you. 

CSJ Literature: 

Bella Lingua: 
M Rispoli reports that all is quiet until she resumes in December.  
Columbus Lou Gallo Essay: 
Andy Illiano reports all is Completed for now. 
Website: 
Bob Graham reports are all updated, and QR Code has been Quiet. 
Book of the Month: 
Alison reports that she and Lisa are reviewing “Potentially Dangerous” a 50-minute-long documentary 
and will report back.  
Celebrated Authors: 

 

Eleanor reports that Alphonse Squillante has published as book and will be out in September, and she 
asked Alison to review the book when they can. Some of the celebrated authors’ books will be 
reviewed as well as per Eleanor. 

District Chairs Reports: 

G Graham had no other updates. 
Dist. 1  

Keith reports that all display boards were given out at convention for all to use and duplicate for 
libraries etc. for October. He will have a District 2 meeting in September also. 

Dist. 2: 

Dist. 3: 
Andy asked if the NY City libraires approval letter that John Fratta had received was and could be 
distributed for dist. 3 when they go to ask about displays and Eleanor will get for him to use. 

Chris Famularo asked about procedures for Dist. Chairs and how to get word out on what we do. 
Eleanor explained that we use the lodge liaisons for getting information out and that the display 
boards can be duplicated for all to use and Keith asked if we had guidelines written and he will check 
archives for any possible helpful info for all.  

Dist. 4: 
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Chris also spoke with Nunzio Sisto and he would like to teach Latin to all interested in the order. He 
was a member at one time and may join again. Keith asked if he could teach Italian as well with the 
classes as this is our priority. Chris will check with him and update the board at next meeting. 

John Gregory reports that Rockland Lodge has their Feast Upcoming soon. The Vincent Linguanti 
Lodge will be featured in a movie soon for Italian Heritage in October. John was recently in 
Washington DC and The Columbus Statue in Town looks great. John suggested that we work to get 
more media exposure for October as heritage month and suggested Rosanna Scotto might be able to 
help us with coverage. 

Dist. 5 

Marjorie Foccarazzo reports that Geneva Lodge Festival will be this coming weekend and all invited. 
October events are taking shape upstate and more to come.  

Dist. 8 

 
Legal Advisor Ray Averna, ESQ.  reminded the board that any films for $1,000.00 we sponsor are a 
“Donation” not Investment and all concurred.  
 
There was no other business to take up, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. by the Chair. 
The next meeting is Tuesday September 8, 2026.  
 
Minutes taken by 
 
Keith Wilson  
State Orator  
Secty CSJ 
Attachments  
 


