
NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

JANUARY 13, 2026, VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE 
 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:35 PM BY CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR 
JOBBAGY. THE PRAYER WAS LED BY KEITH WILSON AND THE PLEDGE AND MOMENT 
OF SILENCE WERE RECITED. 
THE FOLLOWING BOARD MEMBERS WERE PRESENT: 

• ARTHUR SPERA STATE PRES. 
• ELEANOR JOBBAGY  
• KEITH  WILSON  
• GERI  GRAHAM  
• ROBERT GRAHAM  
• JOANNE GROVE 
• ED BOCHYNSKI  
• ALISON VITUCCI 
• MARYANN RISPOLI  
• MARIANNE PRINCE  
• STELLA GRILLO 
• ANDY ILLIANO  
• TONY ROTOLI  
• ALL OTHERS WERE EXCUSED AS PER CHAIRPERSON  

THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER MEETING WERE ACCEPTED AS CORRECTED. 
THERE WAS NO CORRESPONDENCE AT THIS TIME.  

GERI GRAHAM REPORTS THAT WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING BALANCES: 
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

• OPENING BALANCE $ 15,726.26 
• COLUMBUS ACCOUNT $ 2,438.53 
• SAVINGS $3.598.79 
• CLOSING BALANCE $ 21,763.58 

WE RECEIVED A BUSINESS DONATION FOR $5,000.00 THANKS TO MARIO CERMELE 
AND THE CONVENTION DONATIONS OF $9,000.00 AS WELL WERE DEPOSITED. PRIME 
STORAGE FACILITY WENT UP FOR THE NEW YEAR $17.00 PER MONTH. 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY JOANNE GROVE REPORTS THAT WE NETTED $6,942.00 FOR 
NOVEMBER. WE HAD AN OVERALL NEGATIVE BALANCE FOR 2025 OF $1,423.23 AND 
THE DONATIONS WE RECEIVED PUT US IN A BETTER POSITION. JOANNE SAID THE 
AUDIT CONDUCTED BY OUR CPA JOE CARINO WENT VERY WELL. 
MOTION TO ACCEPT FINANCIAL REPORTS WAS MADE AND ACCEPTED BY THE 
BOARD. 
 
CHAIRPERSONS REPORT: 

ELEANOR REPORTS THAT JOHN AND SHE WERE LOOKING INTO LIBRARIES 
THROWING OUT OUR LITERATURE IN DISTRICT 3 AND A LETTER JOHN RECEIVED 
WAS READ AND SAID THAT THEY TRY TO BALANCE OUT ALL MATERIALS FOR 
DISPLAY AND SOME FEEL THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE THROWN OUT THE LITERATURE 
JUST RETURN TO US. THEY WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE THIS MATTER WITH THE 
CITY. 

LIBRARIES: 
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THE TEAM HAS BEEN USING A MAFIA SLUR FOR DESCRIBING THE TEAM AND SOME 
ARE OFFENDED. THE OWNER AND TEAM SUPPORT THIS AND CHANGING COLUMBUS 
DAY TO INDIGENOUE PEOPLES DAY AS WELL. LETTERS MAY BE SENT BY US FOR THE 
CLARIFICATION NEEDED. WE LEARNED THAT MARK DENUNZIO HAD CONTACTED 
THE TEAM MANAGEMENT ON THIS ISSUE. 

BUFFALO BILLS ISSUE: 

UNION STATION ISSUE: 

 

THE COLUMBUS FOUNTAIN IN UNION STATION IN WASHINGTON DC HAS NOT BEEN 
WORKING AND SOME ARE TRYING TO GET REPAIRED FOR THE USE NEEDED. THIS 
MAY BE MOVED TO THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT FOR OVERSIGHT TO BE BETTER. 

ELEANOR ASKED IF WE NEED CSJ POSTERS TO BE AMENDED AND UPDATED AND 
SOME FEEL WE CAN NO LONGER DISPLAY FOR OUR NEEDS. A SUB COMMITTEE MAY 
BE FORMED FOR THIS AND UPDATE AS WE SEE FIT. 

POSTERS FOR CSJ 

ELEANOR SAID THAT THIS COMMITTEE WAS LOOKNIG FOR SUPPORT FROM CSJ AND 
AFTER SOME DISCUSSION THE BOARD FELT THAT PUTTING ONE AUTHOR PER 
MONTH ON THE WEBSITE WOULD BE GOOD POSITIVE IMAGE FOR THE COMMITTEE. 
THIS WILL BE HANDLED BY BOB GRAHAM AND IN CONCERT PAT EDICK THE 
CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE. WE HAVE SPACE ON THE WEBSITE PER BOB 
GRAHAM. 

CELEBRATED AUTHORS: 

 

THE POOL IS SOLD OUT FOR CSJ FUNDING AND JUST ABOUT ALL THE REVENUE IS 
PAID ALREADY. TONY ROTOLI IS TAKING CARE OF THIS AS IN THE PAST. 

SUPER BOWL POOL: 

ALISON VITUCI REPORTS THAT THERE IS SOME AI PROGRAMS USED OUT THERE FOR 
DETECTING IF STUDENTS ARE NOT REALLY WRITING THEIR ESSAYS AS REQUESTED. 
ONE IS CALLED GPT ZERO AND THIS IS FREE TO USE; THE OTHER IS CALLED 
TURNITIN.COM AND THIS IS A COST OF $10,000.00 TO THOSE WHO USE IT AND SOME 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS USE IT AS WELL. THERE ARE OTHER ALTERNATIVES OUT THERE 
AND WE CAN LOOK INTO IF NEED TO BE. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: 

THE NEXT BOOK SHE AND LISA ARE REVIEWING IS CALLED COBBLESTONES AND 
THEY WILL REPORT AFTER COMPLETED. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH: 

ELEANOR REPORTS THAT WE HAVE PLENTY ON HAND AT THE OFFICE AND IF NEED 
BE, ASK THEM FOR PRODUCTS NEEDED. THEY WILL SEND OUT ASAP. 

CSJ OFFICE LITERATURE: 

GERI GRAHAM REPORTS THAT WE ARE IN PROGRESS UNTIL JUNE 2026. 
DABBENE PROGRAM: 

MARYANN RISPOLI REPORTS THAT WE HAVE MAILED OUT ALL THE PAPERWORK 
FOR THE PROGRAM TO THE SCHOOLS. GREAT NECK SOUTH HS NO LONGER OFFERS 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE FOR OPTIONS. STELLA GRILLO REPORTS THAT ALL DIST 3 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS STILL OFFERS ITALIAN AS WELL.  

BELLA LINGUA  

LOUIS J. GALLO MEMORIAL COLUMBUS AWARD: 



ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT THE COMMITTEE MET TO AMEND THE CRITERIA AND 
UPDATE TITLE TO HONOR LOU. THE DEADLINE IS JUNE 1, 2026, FOR ENTRIES.  
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THE AWARDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
FIRST PRIZE: $800.00 SECOND PRIZE $500.00 THIRD PLACE $300.00 AND FOURTH PLACE 
$200.00  

BOB GRAHMA REPORTS THAT THE WEBSITE IS ALL UPDATED AND MINUTES WILL GO 
ON FOR NOVEMBER ASAP. QR CODE STILL UP AS WELL. 

CSJ WEBSITE: 

ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT THE DVD IS BEING WORKED ON AND WE MAY HAVE 
THE NEXT CSJ PROGRAM ON THERE WHICH IS THE LUNCHEON. SOME OF THE 
PROGRAMS WERE ALREADY RECORDED BY VIDEO JOE ALSO.  

CONVENTION DVD FOR CHARITY PROGRAMS: 

 

ELEANOR REPORTS THAT THIS IS JUNE 14 AT RUSSOS ON THE BAY AND WE STILL 
NEED HONOREES FOR PROGRAM. MARIANNE PRINCE WILL HANDLE JOURNAL AND 
JOHN F IS LOOKING INTO HONOREES. CENTERPIECES SPONOSRS ARE GOING TO BE 
SOLD AGAIN TOO. 

JUNE LUNCHEON: 

 
DIST CHAIRS REPORTS: 

GERI GRAHAM REPORTS THAT A ZOOM MEETING WAS HELD AND BELLA LINGUA 
WAS PRESENTED FOR ALL TO PROMOTE. 

DIST 1  

KEITH WILSON REPORTS THAT THE MEUCCI BOOK PURCHASED WAS GIVEN OUT 
AND ALL THE DISTRICY 2 LODGES HAVE THEM. ED BOCHYNSKI THANKED ALL FOR 
CABRINI BOOKMARKS FOR THE NY CITY VISIT IN NOVEMBER THAT HE TOOK THERE. 

DIST 2 

ANDY ILLIANO REPORTS THAT HE HAS NO REPORT TONIGHT FOR THE DISTRICT. 
DIST 3  

ELEANOR REMINDS ALL TO GET CHARITY BALL RESERVATIONS IN ASAP IF 
ATTENDING.  
 
STATE PRES. ARTHUR THANKED ALL FOR THEIR WORK AND HE HAS BEEN BUSY AT 
THE GL OFFICE ON MATTERS OF THE ORDER. HE SPOKE ON JANUARY PLENARY AND 
THANKED BOB GRAHAM AND DONNA JOHNSON FOR ALL THEIR WORK ON NEW 
WEBSITE FOR GRAND LODGE, WHICH IS NOW UP AND RUNNING. 
THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 8:50 PM AND THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY 
FEBRUARY 10, 2026, VIA ZOOM. 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY:  
KEITH WILSON  
CSJ RECORDING SECRETARY 


