
NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 10, 2026 
VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. by the Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy. The prayer 
was led by Keith Wilson, and the pledge was said by the board.  
The roll call showed the following present: 

• Arthur Spera, State President  
• Eleanor Jobbagy  
• Mario Cermele 
• Keith Wilson  
• Geri Graham 
• Maryann Rispoli 
• Ed Bochynski  
• Tony Rotoli 
• Chris Famularo  
• John Gregory  
• Andy Illiano 
• Bob Graham 
• Stella Grillo 

All others were excused. 
The minutes of the prior meeting were accepted as corrected. 

Geri Graham reports that we have taken in the convention donations of $9,000.00 and we also 
got the $5,000.00 in from Mario Cermele Business donation. We are still looking for latest 
invoice for Office rent for the GL Office we pay. The total balance on hand is $28,674.19 to date.  

The financial Report was given as presented: 

Joanne Grove was excused and Eleanor reviewed her numbers with the Board, and we are in 
the plus for $5,487.35 as Joanne. Reports were accepted and filed. 

Financial Secretary report: 

State Chairpersons Report: 

Eleanor reports that Joanne Alfonso has left the board and Chris Famularo will replace her as 
the district 4 Chairperson. 

Resignation: 

Eleanor reports that there is nothing new on this issue and Carmine Federico had emailed her 
with no other information to date. 

Syracuse Statue Issue: 

Eleanor reports that a suggestion was made to have each of our 8 Districts get a Display board 
that is uniform for the state to put at Libraries and we will get the boards with the needed 
information make them up in the spring for the convention timeframe. Keith will set up a 
meeting in District 2, and all will be invited and then we can put the boards together that night 
also. All concurred. 

Library Display: 

Liaisons: 
Eleanor asked all Dist. Chairs to send her the Liaisons name and contact info for all their 
liaisons as soon as they can.  
CSJ Literature: 

 

Eleanor reports that we have plenty of items on hand at the GL office and contact her there if 
you need materials. We will also use this material at the convention once again too. 
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Maryann Rispoli reports that the materials are all out and we are now waiting for all winners to 
be chosen. The deadline is March 20, and awards are given in the Springtime frame. Andy 
Illiano asked if the winners could get a copy of the Columbus the Hero Book as a Gift from CSJ  

Bella Lingua Report: 

and the board concurred as well for this request. They will be purchased by Andy for the 
Committee winners. 

 

Ed Bochynski moved to purchase 20 books for the Committee seconded 
by Mario Cermele and passed. 

Andy Illiano reports that he sent out all emails with criteria for the year and outside NY 
Residents can apply if their relatives are a NY member was reported by Andy also.  

Louis J Gallo Memorial Award: 

Convention DVD: 
Andy Illaino spoke with Video Joe, and he will need more info for the DVD, and he sent him 
photos of the recent parade on Long Island as well. We will need to do the narrative for this 
project also. 
Fundraising: 
Mario Cermele reports that he would like to do a CSJ May 2026 Fundraiser and his daughter 
may also work on this with us and a festival is being investigated also. He will keep the board 
updated. 

Eleanor reports that this is June 14 and Biagio Isgro and John Fratta are two honorees already. 
Some suggested other honorees could be: 

CSJ Luncheon: 

Knights of Columbus Leaders 
Armed Military forces for USA Anniversary  
Chazz Palminteri 
Joe Causi  
Cobblestone Author 
She will investigate these and report back. 

Tony Rotoli announced the winners as follows: 
CSJ Super Bowl Pool: 

Geoff Gerbore 
Mario Cermele 
Tony Rotoli  
Mike Ruggiero 
We raised $1250.00 for the net profit. Thanks to Tony for the great job. 

District 1: Geri Graham reports that she had a recent mailing and all the Bella Lingua material is 
out. 

District Chairs Reports: 

District 2: Keith Wilson reports that he will set up a meeting for the display boards and Alison 
will pick them up for the committee as well.  
District 3: Andy Iliano reports that he sent out Bella Lingua materials also. 
District 4: Chris Famularo reports and Mario also stated that there is a CIAO program in their 
area which are educators of Italian language and they will try to meet with them soon to 
strengthen the Columbus Program in local schools. 
District 5: John Gregory reports that Linguanti Lodge and District 5 will be showing the Cabrini 
movie in April and all can attend if they like.  
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Artur Spera thanked the Committee and Eleanor for all the hard work and said that her report 
at the Plenary was very good too. He would like to maybe purchase the Meucci books for all to 
get at the Grand Lodge and will investigate that. 

State Presidents report: 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M. by the Chairperson. The next meeting will be April 
14 via Zoom as there is no March meeting due to installations all over the State. 
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
Keith Wilson 
State Orator 
CSJ Secretary  
Attachments  
  


