
NYS CSJ EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY APRIL 14, 2026 

VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 P.M. by the Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy. The opening 
prayer was led by Keith Wilson and the Pledge was said.  
Roll call of the Board showed the following present: 

• E Jobbagy  
• K Wilson  
• G Graham  
• R Graham 
• J Grove 
• M Prince 
• A Rotoli 
• S Grillo 
• J Gregory 
• M Cermele 
• A Vitucci 
• C Famularo 
• C Federico 
• A Iliano  
• M Rispoli 
• V Marmorale 

Al others were excused by the chair. 
The minutes of the prior meeting were accepted as printed. 
There was no correspondence at this time. 
 
Financial Reports: 
G Graham reports that the treasury is in good shape and we began the month with $21,482.37 
and have outstanding checks of $787.17 to date. The check has not yet been cashed for the 
Golden Lion dinner ad, and we also have had an increase in the rent for the storage unit for 
monthly fee of $207.00. We have not gotten invoices from the GL office for the quarterly rent for 
2 periods and Geri will follow up on this as well. Current balance on hand is $27,519.78 in the 
checking account. 

Joanne Grove reports that she closed out the fiscal year on March 31, 2026. She will prepare a 
new budget for the next presentation. Our overall income was $24,862.00 and overall expenses 
were $20,531.74. we netted $4,332.88. The Board asked some questions on budget lines and 
Joanne explained to satisfaction. Keith w moved to accept the financial reports and passed. 

FS Report: 

John Gregory will run a March Madness raffle for NCAA Finals for our fundraiser.  
 

Eleanor reports that things have been quiet. Binghamton has been dealing with park name 
change from Columbus Park to Center City Park and this passed the City Council with a 6-0 
vote in favor. The mayor has not signed the bill yet to effectuate the change. A similar issue is in 
Syracuse, and we will monitor as the mayor has turned the statue issue over to a Historical 
Committee and they are the Onondaga Historical Association as per Carmine Federico. They 
also have received a grant to renovate their facility and the mayor also turned this over to this 
committee. We will continue to monitor as we go along.   

Chairperson’s Report: 
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Libraires in Dist. 3: 
Eleanor reports that John Fratta spoke with some various City boards and Boroughs about our 
CSJ literature being in place for Columbus month in October and they have approved some of 
our items displayed. Brooklyn will be contacted soon also. 

Alison Vituci updated the board on Artificial Intelligence issues with our Programs that essays 
are needed for like Bella Lingua and Dabbene essay and Lou Gallo memorial Programs.  

AI Issue: 

She has computer programs that can trace this to see if the essays are genuine in nature if need 
be and she will send them to Eleanor to look at as well. The committee chairs just need to ask 
her to use this if need be. The students need to be responsible when submitting articles also.  
 
Dabbene Contest: 

Book of the Month Report: 
Alison reports that she recommends Cries from the Cotton Fields for Documentary to be 
reviewed rather than a book. It is set in Arkansas and can be shown at local lodges as well. 

Geri Graham reports that the material goes out in June and the deadline for submission is 
September 15, 2026.  

This is a 90-minute film, and she will report with Lisa when review is done. 
Eleanor asked Alison about the Book entitled Under the Lite of the Italian moon and to review 
that as well. Jennifer Anton is the author.  

Eleanor reports that we have items at the Grand Lodge and call if you need some of them for 
lodges. We will have tables at convention and bring literature up there also. We sent some 
samples to Connecticut Grand Lodge, and we asked for donation to cover the postage for that 
package sent.  

CSJ Literature on Hand: 

Bella Lingua: 
Maryann Rispoli reports that applications have been received and we have 22 in District 2 for 
judging. The awards are in May and June Timeframe.  

Vince Marmorale will be showing his Documentary on Thursday April 16 at the Merrick 
Library, and all can attend. 7 PM Start. 

Holocaust: 

Louis Gallo Memorial Scholarship: 
Andy Illiano reports deadline is June 1 and we have one already in for judging. 
Website: 
Bob Graham reports that the QR code has no new donations to date and website is all up to 
date. Keith will send minutes to him for the webpage to be loaded.  
DVD for Convention: 
Keith and Andy are working on this and more will be put on this when activities occur. This 
will be with pictures selected and for the 2027 Convention also. 
Syracuse issue: 
Carmine Federico reports no other news currently to report. 
Fundraising: 
Mario Cermele reports that he received a donation of $250.00 for CSJ Literature as needed. The 
Meucci lodge will have some members honored as well for positive image work done.  

Eleanor reports that the honorees are Fratta, Biagio and Joan Prezioso from Italian welfare 
League. It will be at Russo on the bay, and we hope for a good crowd.  Mailing will go out after  

CSJ Luncheon: 
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golden lion dinner. Journal will be taken care of by Marianne Prince. There will also be 
Centerpiece sponsors.  

1. Geri reports that she has 9 Bella Lingua Entrants and that is less than 2025. She also 
reports that Comsewogue Library wants to view My Italian secret movie and Vince will 
be contacted for this. The district 1 will have a table at the Italian festival in Babylon 
town on May 16 at Town Hall.  

District Chairs Reports: 

2. Keith Wilson reports that there will soon be a meeting for Display boards to be made 
and Elenaor will bring literature for the Boards from the office. Alison also added that 
the AATI Poetry contest was held at Hofstra this day and all went well. 

3. Andy Illiano reports that all is good and progress for now. 
4. Chris and Mario reports that White Plains and Eastchester High Schools Columbus 

issues are quiet for now. There is a new Columbus Statue going up in Tuckahoe soon 
and there may be a festival in white plains in the fall for Columbus Day with singers at 
the plaza fountains and landmarks protected also.  

5. John Gregrory suggests that we do a long-term project for a film like Scorsese film the 
saints and publish it on little know prominent Italians. We could apply for a 
$1,000,000.00 grant for this and pay for the documentary that way as per John. The NYU 
Film School could assist us and Marianne Prince Suggested that the GMM grant folks 
could assist as well.  He will investigate and report back each meeting. 
7. Carmine Federico reports progress currently. 

 

M Prince spoke on the NY city Columbus Day parade and the need for them to limit attendees 
this year. The GMM Street Naming will be April 18 and all are invited too. There will be many 
OSDIA Guests and Local Officials on hand also. Some other state also.  

New Business: 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 P.M. by the Chairperson. The next Board meeting will be 
Tuesday May 12, 2026, via zoom. 
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
Keith Wilson  
CSJ Rec Secty. 


