
NYS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
OSDIA 

EXEC MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY MAY 12, 2026 

VIA ZOOM CONNECTION 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 P.M. by the Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy. The prayer 
was led by Keith Wilson, and the pledge was led by the Chairperson. The roll call showed the 
following present; 

• E Jobbagy  
• K Wilson  
• G Graham  
• R Graham 
• J Grove 
• E Bochynski  
• J Parazzelli 
• M Prince 
• L Serafini 
• A Vitucci 
• M Rispoli  
• S Grillo 
• T Rotoli 
• M Cermele 

All others were excused. 
The minutes of the April meeting were accepted as presented. 
The CSJ directory will be sent under correspondence.  
Financial reports: 

Opening balance was $21,682.37 
G Graham reports as follows: 

Checks written total $2,370.52 
Directors’ and officers’ liability paid too 
There are two outstanding checks for the office rent not cashed yet. 
Ending balance $21,349.29 after all business transacted 
 
Geri for a time has been reporting on high yield savings net interest of three cents, and this is 
not good return. Keith asked if we could combine the Columbus account and High Yield savings 
totaling now over $6,000.00 combined and open a CD for better return. The board felt this was a 
very good approach and Geri and Joanne will set up the new account. Keith moved by motion 
to combine the accounts and open a better interest-bearing yield account for the CSJ revenue. 
This was seconded by Ed Bochysnki and passed by the board. 
 

Joanne Grove reports that the April report includes income of only $500.00 and expenses of over 
$6,670.52. admin fees and rent for office was most of this. We also paid $550.00 for DVD for 
convention being made. The net amount was -$6,172.52 for the month of April.  

FS Report: 

Keith moved to accept both reports and seconded by Stella Grillo and passed.  
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Eleanor reports that not too much going on currently with Syracuse or Binghamton either. 
Chairperson’s Report: 

She asked again for certain districts to send her all-local lodge liaisons contacts and addresses 
for information purposes. She spoke about celebrated authors and allowed them to put their 
info pamphlet on the CSJ table at convention and all concurred. They need to get their own 
funding mechanism in place of their needs as well. There were no other incidents of 
discrimination to report at this time either. 
 

Committee Reports 

Alison reports that artificial intelligence detection can be used for all applicants for CSJ awards 
like Bella Lingua and Dabbene essay. She has the program for this also. She checked one essay 
for the CSJ already and that was original in nature and no AI used. 

AI: 

Geri Graham reports that she will mail out papers in June and she will have info at the 
convention also. Deadline is September 15, 2026. 

Dabbene Contest: 

Alison spoke on the documentary Cries from the cotton field being reviewed as a 90-minute 
film and available on amazon as well for purchase. She will give report on this with Lisa for 
Golden lion in the next issue. She said it is very interesting to see and review also. 

Book of the Month: 

Eleanor asked Keith to place an order for Convention materials, and we will have delivered 
them to the office for the Desmond. We also will review the materials and future giveaways as 
times have changed and we need to get other items to attract young people to the order also. 
Keith will order as needed with superior printing. Mario asked about the sports posters we 
used to have and they need updating also. 

Literature on Hand: 

Bella Lingua; 
Maryann Rispoli reports that the numbers of participants from the districts that participated 
and June 6 will be the district 2 awards at Marco Polo in Levittown. Districts 4, 6 and 8 did not 
participate at all.   

Bob Graham reports that the separate Columbus websites we had for CSJ are expiring and we 
may need to add link to the current CSJ site for all Columbus Info as needed and to be put out 
there for use by people looking for information too. 

Website/QR code: 

Convention DVD: 
Keith Wilson reports that the next event that can be on there is the LI Parade in October. Andy 
will call Joe on this also. 
CIAO Meeting: 

 

Mario Cermele reports that he attended a CIAO meeting in white plains and feels that they 
would be good to work with on CSJ issues. He will keep us updated on this. 

Eleanor reports that we have some reservations in and Marianne reports journal ads coming in 
slowly right now also. Eleanor asked some committee members to arrive early and assist her 
and Keith to order centerpieces as well. Keith Asked for a Journal Page honoring Sal 
Lanzilotta and Carlo Matteucci for having been State Presidents with the CSJ under their 
leadership also. Marianne said she will take care of this too. 

CSJ Luncheon: 
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1. Geri Grahm reports that she will have the Bella Lingua awards soon in Suffolk County 
and that she will be at Babylon Town Hall Saturday May 16 for the Town Italian 
Heritage Day and CSJ info will be there also. 

District Chairs Reports: 

2. Keith reports meeting to be held May 26 at the North Mass CC to prepare the Trifold 
boards for all to use at the Local Levels for all lodges in their communities, the meeting 
will commence at 7 p.m. and all are invited to attend. 

4     Mario reports a possible Bingo Fundraiser for CSJ soon. 
 
This concluded Dist. Chairs Reports. 
 
The Exec Board meeting was adjourned at 9:20 P.M. by the Chairperson and the next 
meeting is June 9, 2026, via zoom. 
 
Minutes taken by: 
 
Keith Wilson  
CSJ REC. SECTY. 

 


